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= BIEA no doubt, doubtless, undoubtedly @
HRXARIZDOWNT
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A Functional Analysis of No Doubt, Doubtless and
Undoubtedly: In Terms of Transitivity

saARKRAT
Daisuke Suzuki

HERFERFEPE,/ B ARERRAL
Kyoto University, Graduate School/
Japan Society for Promotion of Science

Abstract

This study examines modal adverbs from a functional perspective, focusing on the
three modal adverbs: no doubt, doubtless and undoubtedly. After extracting data
regarding these adverbs from the British National Corpus (BNC), the study aims to
determine the factor regarding their patterns of occurrences: which process type
is selected in each clause where the modal adverbs occur. In order to explore the
factor, this study works within the framework of Systemic Functional Linguistics
(SFL), advocated by M. A. K. Halliday, by carrying out a Transitivity analysis.
Results of the analysis demonstrate that the three adverbs differ in the process of the
clause they appear in, and that the factor influencing their usage is strongly
associated with the choice of process types.

1. IXU®HIC

AR TIE, BIREZRBESEECSFL)ORER TR T 2 BEMEK
(transitivity) DA 5, HEEIERIF no doubt, doubtless, undoubtedly D3RS
AEOBRICER L, TNOOARIROMEELZHALNIZT D, TD3IKE
IX (lac)D & H (2. certainly R° probably 72 &€ L Rlfk, FELFDRF L/ ARE
YT 4 ZRTERFORIIPEINATNS,

(1) a. It was no doubt clever of him to offer his resignation at that point in the
proceedings. (Quirk et al., 1985: 622)
b. You have doubtless or no doubt heard the news. (Fowler, 1998: 230)
c. During the action the person will undoubtedly have certain feelings
towards it and gain satisfaction from achievement. (ACAD) (Biber et al.,
1999: 854)

ERICAVWONESENAKFBIZEMEINTWA a—ANbDT— % 27|
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AL, BRFENERTIHORBRMZ2HEMIONT I LT, EREADOER
Z BRI SEBICRTZ EREABOBHTH 5,

2. EATHRR

Biber et al. (1999: 854) Tid, FEE DOREIERLEMRMEZ "3 Doubt and certainty
& D FEEEIC no doubt & undoubtedly REH LN TN, T OFIKITITMIZ
certainly, probably, perhaps, maybe, I think ER.oN 5, TRODEIITEL
TX. Huddleston and Pullum (2002: 768) T, & D ES TG U TIERIFE O IR
Ai(i)strong, (ii)quasi-strong, (iii)medium, (iv)weak @ 4 DIZ4iF b TV 3,
undoubtedly 1% (i) \Z . doubtless L) ICHFI N TWVWD, REFIC,
Simon-Vandenbergen and Aijmer (2007: 133-134)i%, HAMDES VO DBLAND
R.% & undoubtedly VX certainly & no doubt DRIZALE L. FBEHOBEAND
R.% & undoubtedly V3 certainly & no doubt &V b BEBRILFHAICEDLD LS
IZBbh b Lk ~_TWW3, —F T, Quirketal. (1985: 623)Ti% “Like no doubt,
it [doubtless] in fact implies some doubt and is synonymous with ‘very probably’.
Undoubtedly, on the other hand, expresses conviction.” & &N T3, & HIZ, /b
7 (2006), Wilson (1993), Swan (2005)iZ & 5 & . no doubt & doubtless /X IFIE[R
C. R|LEZXTEVD, no doubt DFHETF, Bk . doubtless DF5
NRIXFEHTH B,

no doubt DFFIEIZHOWTIE, EH (2010)'C RIS RIED no doubt 121347
FEEAFRICHRLTHB I &R, —BOERFL LT, hoERF e
E#é&ﬁ&ﬁt?&éawaﬁﬁm%énrwéo%m\moﬁwwéﬁ
L. no doubt (ZFN B S NI-FE_HDEMFEL LTERSATE Y, K
FEMOBREPEEL TVB LIEBHLTVS

(2) A debate even begins about whether the army is not getting a little
trigger-happy in its nervous and no doubt terrified tension. (BNC: AAU)

& BT, Simon-Vandenbergen and Aijmer (2007) IZLA T D & 512, HRMDOR
S, REEEM(3a). BB DEKRED), THE R M L E WS EEDD no doubt
DEK. - EHEZALMIZLTVS,

(3)a. No doubt, money played its part in this (ICE-GB:W2C-007/64)
b. Britain and Germany will no doubt continue to disagree on particular
policy issues but Chancellor Kohl and John Major clearly feel that the

important thing is to have the kind of ongoing relationship ...
(ICE-GB:S2B-002/105)

RICESIZ. @D TIXREEZBD no doubt MR EN T3, Biber et al.
(1999)T. “a speaker can use no doubt to mark shared familiarity with the
interlocutor, as in this comment after a forecast for clear weather” & B X TV

DI ABFLOBBEEMEIDTZY T 5 no doubt DHFIL B EHTVWS,
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(4)  But no doubt we’ll have a few showers. (CONV) (Biber et al. 1999: 874)

RIRIC, TERIFRIOREERAEIZEI LT, Suzuki (To appear)i. iEEIZ & £n4
BAZE & DRk Z &M L TV A (CE. &M, 2010; Simon-Vandenbergen and
Aijmer, 2007), LATDR 1 TRESN TS L 12, no doubt iXEFATHAFE
ENEL . REBEZHVRTNEWV S EERELTWS,

no doubt

doubtless

undoubtedly

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

B initial GO medial final

1: BERIFHOAERAMBE(BNC : Suzuki (To appear)d> b Hi¥y)

UUED X 512, T TIiL no doubt Z.ir & LT, IERBIFEOEEN - #
R TIE R, REEERE LTOFERALFEELTWDEWVI LIIZ, B
WRiR D DR ARER TOSHRITONTEY, T bbb ENK - F/RD
PR FEIR IR TV D, LML, ERG L EHOBER L OBFRE TI3ERED -
BRI B RIN TR, b bIERIFRO AR BTN S
BWLTWB LS ICEHFAORIENZ N b, BOBRRER L OEGREERT S
ZLIETERY, FIT, a—2ZXBNCOMD 3 RHROEEOMFAF 2 HH
L. WM DOBLRD 5. no doubt, doubtless, undoubtedly D4 HE SCHRIZ 2V T
HHIREREITV., EROOBREEZERT S,

3. F—F LR
3.1 AT OFART:
AFETIL, BIRERHBAE S 3EF(SFL) OIS T DB REREOB.S )
b, ERIFEHOBREBR L OBRBREHALMNNITE, ZOBENLDEES
CRWTIL, BRMEEN 6 >OBBRMCMEIATEY, TELBRLELT
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YWEIRE, BRER. CEBRO3SXH Y., fuTiXfTENER. REEE,
FEBERD ISR H B,

32 FEHa—RRLF—H
AR TIE, —EFEOKEMa— 2 THS BNCBYU-BNC)Z V3,

BNC I, HESHELELSEIIODWTHA RSy UANL, TR BEY
BRAWEEINTRY, BRAFY REFER2RETEa—1RLRoTNS,
BYU-BNC | Brigham Young University @ Mark Davies (Z & - TEE Sh TV
53T A VKD BNC ThHhbH, ZDI—RAMND, no doubt, doubtless,
undoubtedly IZ 2\ T, ZNEh 42 5955, 844, 2343 FINHRETE =, ' KIZ,
XEFAE LTERLTW S bDEFEETRTHHL T &, & 2701,
731, 2202 BB SNTz, *? AFETIR., hbxd AL LTHHICH
A3 3,

33 Pk L AHEFEIR

PUTTIX, 3.1 TERBLEBAND, 32 TELN-Y U IAEoiTs L
LT, BRFEMERZ L TWAHORBZHAE L. WEIRE. BREaR. L8
W, TEHEE. BRERRE. FERRE L V) 6 >OERA L £ HERIF & DY
Y EEBRTE,(5aHDEICLTOY L AR L Ta—F 4 v 7 &#fF-
Teo BT, WMEBRE, TEHAR. LHEER. RS8R, BRaR. Frae
DaA—F 4 IFITHB,

(5)a. ..., speculation as to the real state of our marriage could doubtless have
made dramatic headlines. (BNC: CEK)

b. Dr. MacIntyre had, no doubt, bleated like an anxious sheep when any
of the staff were ill. (BNC: G3E)
She no doubt thought I'd been out in the sun too long. (BNC: A65)
They will doubtless say we are lucky, but ... (BNC: K52)
This has undoubtedly been a welcome and popular policy. (BNC: B12)
There is undoubtedly some truth in such observations. (BNC: GU6)

4. BRLER

AN, ERERICBL T, —RART 7 X MBI 3 BERIZOVWTR,
T <, Eggins (2004: 336)DRETIL, BEMLSEOEENTOR1I DL
WCRENTWS, TORNL, BEER2EKICBNT, FERBETHIY
HiBRE, LEBRE, BREABOESHEL . BICHEBRRBROMNE VD LA
bns,

o oo
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# 1 : Crying Baby 7 7 X b2t} 3 BB (Eggins (2004: 336) X V Hikp)

TRANSITIVITY
Process type Text 1.1 Text 1.2 Text 1.3
material 34 8 19
behavioural 14 3 3
mental 11 4 4
verbal 2 0 1
relational 25 9 15
existential 0 1 4
at 86 25 46

LORERE X AFERR L LB - R Z1T O, BRF L BEMOBEIT.
UTOR2DEIBERLE RS-, 6 2OB@RBEOT T, WERE., LHEB
B, BREROEENBNI LIZHoVWTIRE | LREOBERERL TS L
x5, —HT, ERIFED 3 RBUIZHOWTiL, BHICBBRBROSICHWTE
AENIEENEEICRLS RoTNS,

522 : BRI & 2 OHOBBERBNC)

TRANSITIVITY

Process type no doubt doubtless undoubtedly At

material 565 188 489 1242
behavioural 116 29 28 173
mental 522 117 152 791
verbal 132 40 24 196
relational 1036 275 1250 2561
existential 330 82 259 671
&t 2701 731 2202 5634

£ 2 IIBIT HIERGE LBRE L OBRIZHOVW TR, FRADEREOENK
<, BEEOERLZVILICLY ., 2EMRERSIER LIZSWVWOT,
RZF7#HVTRELEITI, 77 7~DORBIZHT=0, IS H(= v
AR T U AGHNE AW, IR EEEEFTO—FIET, BT — 5 OfF
WICHVWL, EEMOMEREFZRERTELL TRRTIFRETHH(ERE,
2005; Greenacre, 1993), ~ DS Tik, 7 v RAEHEOHT IV —RTHED
ORI ENEVIBIZEDONT, K77 7OPFTREND, FEIT, LDk
B (IERIF no doubt, doubtless, undoubtedly)l” ¥ OEBRR(WHER. BHRBE.
LEIBRE, THARE, RTEE, FEARL ISR TIONEREL .
FERLELT.UTOR 2 NELNN, ZO2E2DM%E R D L. no doubt,
doubtless, undoubtedly IS FNFNRZHRBIZTo v bENTEY  HHo@EE
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B ESERIFOMERRTENS, ¢

B2
30
25 edoubtless
)
2.0 verbal
1.5 E material
1.0
0.5
0.0 undoubtedly
0.5 behavioural
-v. * B relational
10 no doubt existential
-1.
15 mental
-3.0 2.0 -1.0 0.0 1.0 2.0
51

2 : R L BRB O EBIRBNC)

ERIE L RBROBMRIZOWTIX, no doubt DS OLERIBR. FEEER. 17818
B & doubtless I(XHERER & | undoubtedly I1XEEIZETR & HHEIM RN Z L a%H
Mo T, undoubtedly IXFEATHIFL CREEMNRF VW EBRRONTE Y, ZDOREE
EOBSIZIBRIOBRE VI RECRESENEboTE LEX LS,
KT, ERIFROERMEICS T GERR L OBREZ R TV, 2 HiE 1
TR &K 551 no doubt IIFHFE TOAEBBISMHE L . MMDOERIF L ITIES
FBOBRKESERDLVIEENDL, BRIFASHICBWOTIIERNSZ 04
BAUBSEELRER L L->THY ., £EMEIICHBEMZFMICRALT
WS RERHDEE XD, UTOR 34 i3Fh2h (8 & i) <o
HERIFAOBREOEEERRLIELDTH B, no doubt i34k~ 72 ERENIBIC
EhdLENTVaA, @REICEL T ME) & T8id) o TRk
REMERLTEY, ARMVBICLZEBBOZEENBRLLNARVI L A3b
B, & DHIZ, undoubtedly \ZOWTh, (6a—c)FRT L DIz, £EMEBICEHIE
<, BREETHVWORABIENE NI LBELEREATHD, UEND,
HERIF ST BV TRBRIZESS ST E VWS bOBRESTH D LW 1
T, ERIFOBIICEE L., SOBBERAL Y bITEEALAER I T
WBEEI T EMNTES,
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no doubt

doubtless

undoubtedly

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Ematerial * behavioural ®mental ®verbal ®relational  existential

X 3: ME5H] OHBBFER4ET 58 OBEE(BNC)

no doubt

doubtless

undoubtedly

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Hmaterial ' behavioural ®mental ®verbal #®relational  existential

X 4: i) OERIFAART A HOBERE(BNC)

(6) a. Undoubtedly, listening well is a vital conversational skill. (BNC: CEF)
b. For people who go out to work, undoubtedly their job responsibility is
the most significant, for two reasons. (BNC: BND)
c. In terms of the development of social skills, Tony wundoubtedly was a
success story. (BNC: GUR)

ZDO X DIz, SFL OFA THNTE2IT H &, ERIF ORI & Hi o ) %
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ECBEboTWD LW ) ZERALNITRD,

5 Bbyiz

AFELTiX. SFL OBBREROBANLERFROLERIIREZIEXEL., 8
BEOMELZEZR L T, ¥k, BRIFIXZOREEX - %ﬁﬁ@gAwL
Lo T, REIZESWE=SEM T TEE-, LML, ERICEFOREED
ZIFIZOE>TEY, EFREABEDLIIEREINTNIDONnE W) EHIC
X LTI BHRRRBIZE SN BRFEL R-oTW3E, ZOXK ) &R,
5. A TIX no doubt, doubtless, undoubtedly % %% & LT, KEEa—1%
MO L= Iz, SOBRRBEERE - s+ LItk T,
REMOEZERICBOLIERZITo7=. TORKR. 3 SOERIF L ERA O
FEEZRENIRTILE T, ThODER Y —  OfEL BEIZH L,
IZL7, RIRFIC, TBRIFIE WO KA RIRA B VA2 TRTHRARIZH LT, SFLO
BEERICES S OFHE - UKL TRTZ N TE,

it

' nodoubt ®F Z\ZBIL T, ‘multi-word’® LT 1 EBEH&\ (<w AVO>no doubt)® {, D H3

3573 fl, 2 FBHRV (<w ATO>no <w NN1>doubt )73 2382 Bl TR TX /=,
POXEMHSEHEI AL W IBENHEMN, UTOFIOL S ICHMLEVEESh, 4
EHzARICTD 2 v()BHDBREITAEN LR, HRMPLILE, i DL
FRMXOHEORIRICE X, XEMiLiIBxehol,
(1) One snap even shows him on top of her, no doubt for closer inspection.
(BNC: CHS)

(ij) ..., and that a group of glaucous and ivory gulls were standing around, no
doubt waiting in the hope of leftovers. (BNC: CRJ)

> no doubt DRFUTE LT, 1 BEVDLOMNE 2615 FlAS, 2 FBEDHLDOH S
86 BTG LT, 2 FERV\DIFA. there is no doubt (that), I have no doubt (that) &\
27X, BAFDORn Yy MZARBLTWAB HLONREH o7,

5 1 DFEERIL96.88% T, B 2113.12%Thol=/=H, HIFHBROI 0 x4
FIROFHRICOVTIE, RO 2 KV LEN 1 DFICTRENREHEIRTVS,
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Appendix: X 1,3,4
Appendix 1 : EBIF O£ EHE

Initial Medial Final Bt
no doubt 1288 1237 176 2701
doubtless 237 492 2 731
undoubtedly 325 1873 4 2202
Appendix 2 : [#ilf) OERIFENERTZH0OBRER
TRANSITIVITY
Process type no doubt doubtless undoubtedly &t
material 257 68 64 389
behavioural 56 14 3 73
mental 259 41 27 327
verbal 76 11 6 93
relational 452 67 176 695
existential 188 36 49 273
it 1288 237 325 1850
Appendix 3 : [#i] OERIFRERT ZH0BRE
TRANSITIVITY

Process type no doubt doubtless undoubtedly E13
material 276 119 425 820
behavioural 47 15 24 86
mental 242 76 124 442
verbal 49 29 18 96
relational 502 207 1073 1782
existential 121 46 209 376
at 1237 492 1873 3602
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A First Look at Classroom Curriculum Genres in
Japanese Tertiary EFL

Thomas Amundrud
Nara University of Education/
Macquarie University, Graduate School, Linguistics

Abstract

Following the notion of “curriculum genres” (Christie, 2002) developed within the
‘Sydney School’ of systemic-functional linguistics (SFL) (e.g. Martin & Rose, 2006;
Martin, 1992; Martin, et al., 1987), this paper introduces a qualitative,
ethnographically-informed study exploring the presence and characteristics of
curriculum genres in the Japanese tertiary English as a Foreign Language (EFL)
classroom. It first provides background on the concepts of genre and macrogenre
(Martin, 1994) within the Sydney School, and the characteristics of Christie’s (2002)
curriculum genres and macrogenres. The research design of the study is then
presented, with particular focus on the need for systemic-functional multimodal
discourse analysis (SF-MDA) (e.g. Baldry and Thibault, 2006) to account for the
significant role non-linguistic semiosis plays within the Japanese EFL classroom.
The paper then describes the oral communication and academic writing courses from
which the primary classroom observations were recorded, along with one
comparison sample, in Spring and Autumn 2011. It closes by discussing two
possible generic patterns that have been observed in preliminary analysis — student
consultations and class discussion — along with future steps for systematic analysis
to be undertaken in this investigation.

1. Introduction

The last three decades have seen a remarkable growth in genre-oriented studies in
systemic-functional linguistics (SFL) based in the “Sydney school” around works
such as Martin et al. (1987), Martin (1992) and Martin & Rose (2006). Most of these
have focused on the written genres of schooling, but Frances Christie’s work (e.g.
1989, 1997, 2002) is distinct in that it looks at both the written and oral “curriculum
genres” that structure school learning. Since no prior research has yet examined the
curriculum genres in teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language (ESL/EFL),
the study outlined in this paper seeks to discern and explore the existence and
characteristics of these genres, as well as their implications for the teaching and
learning they structure.

This paper will first give a brief overview of the theoretical underpinnings of
this study in theory of genre developed largely in the Sydney School of systemic-
functional linguistics (SFL), and specifically in Christie’s notion of curriculum
genres and macro-genres, and the regulative and instructional registers within. It will
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also provide background on multimodal discourse analysis, which will be deployed
in this study since the language classroom is an intensely multimodal environment in
which student engagement in the class occurs. This paper will then give a brief
overview of the research setting from which data has been collected before
highlighting some preliminary hypotheses and discussing the analytical approach
further research in this study will likely take.

2. Background

2.1. Genre in the Sydney School

The theory of genre posited by Sydney School SFL holds that genres are staged,
goal-oriented, social processes (Martin and Rose, 2008). As an early formulation
(Martin et al., 1987) puts it, genres are social because “members of a culture interact
to achieve them,” goal-oriented because genres “have evolved to get things done”,
and staged because more than one stage is necessary to accomplish them.

In the multistratal model of language proposed in English Text (Martin, 1992),
genre is placed in the “connotative semiotic” layer of context, above the register
variables of field, tenor, and mode. Martin (1999) argues for this “Hjelmslevian
reading of SFL” in that that it distinguishes “the realization relationship between
register and language from realization across strata within language” since context is
manifested “by skewing probabilities in linguistic systems”. Genres can thus be
viewed as cutting across register, and conversely, field, tenor, and mode can be seen
as providing “differentiated perspectives of ideational, interpersonal, and textual
meaning” (Martin and Rose, 2008: 16-17) that enable generalizability across genres.

In addition, individual genres have been found in the Sydney School to share
realizational features. These relations are known as macrogenres (Martin, 1994,
Martin and Rose, 2008), which Christie (1997) defines as a series of genres with its
own structure that unfolds so that each individual genre contributes to elements of
the macrogeneric structure. Martin (2002) clarifies that the relations within macro-
genres are topological — that is, a matter of “family resemblances” — rather than
typological. Such a topology allows for “fuzzy borders” between genres, instead of
impracticably clean typological distinctions.

2.2. Curriculum genres, macrogenres, and registers

Although the genre theory of the Sydney School has been applied to many different
settings, the one most connected to the present research is Francis Christie’s work on
curriculum genres. Christie defines these genres as “the staged, patterned ways in
which the goals and processes of school learning are achieved” (1989: i). Christie
(2002) further shows how, in the contextual configurations (Halliday and Hasan,
1985: 55) of primary and secondary classrooms of various disciplines, students are
initiated into curriculum genres in lessons, and curriculum macrogenres through the
course of a term.

Christie’s focus has primarily been on curriculum genres in primary and
secondary schooling, such as the “morning news” genre (e.g. Christie, 2002), a
primary school-level curricular activity similar to “show and tell” in North America
that was common in Australia at the time of her research. In morning news, students
are to report on some ‘news’ from their personal life and experience to the class.

12
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Christie (2002) diagrammed the generic structure of this activity as follows, using
the generic structure potential (GSP) notation developed by Hasan (e.g. Halliday and
Hasan, 1985: 64-66) in which a caret (*) denotes sequence, parentheses denote an
optional element, square brackets denote limitation, and pi () denotes recursion:

Morning News Initiation ~ [Morning News Nomination * (Morning News
Greeting) ~ Morning News Giving * Morning News Finish] © ~ Morning
News Closure

The teacher initiates the morning news activity and, for the first student,
nominates one to start, while subsequent students nominate each other to speak. The
speaker may choose to greet the class with a “good morning” or similar greeting
before the obligatory Morning News Giving, which ends with a finishing phrase like
“Finished!” The Morning News recurs until the teacher closes the activity before
moving on to other curricular work.

Christie (2002) also outlines the notion of curriculum macrogenres composed
of staged, multi-session opening, negotiating, and closing genres. The first genre
defines the task and framework, and often establishes the ultimate task to be
accomplished. In the intermediate genres, students gain control of the task at hand.
In these genres, Christie has found considerable variation between macrogenres,
though she does note they are often recursive as students succeed and fail to varying
degrees to gain command of the curricular goals being conveyed. The final genre,
which sometimes takes more than one lesson, will provide some clear sense of a
closure, often by students completing some task(s).

Christie (1997) notes that not all sets of classroom activities constitute
curriculum macrogenres, and asserts two key criteria. First, the genres must be in a
relationship of interdependency (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2004) involving
metaphoric expansion (elaboration, extension, or enhancement) or projection.
Second, there must be “logogenetic development” over the macrogeneric
progression such that it opens up new possibilities for using language, closes others,
and thus builds “forms of consciousness”.

A final point from Christie’s work that is important to the present study is her
repositioning of Bernstein’s (e.g. 1990) notion of regulative and instructional
registers. According to Bernstein, the regulative register creates a “specialized order
and identity” in the class and students, while the instructional register “transmits
specialized competencies” specific to the school subject at hand. In Christie’s (2002)
formulation, regulative registers are first order, and project the second order
instructional registers. Moreover, regulative registers become less and less visible as
students progress through primary and secondary education such that, by the tertiary
level, they blend and are largely indistinguishable.

3. Research focus and setting

3.1. Analyzing EFL classroom curriculum genres multimodally

Christie (2002), like much SFL work in genre, analyzes at length how curriculum
genres and macrogenres initiate students into cultural forms, and culturally
legitimate and delegitimate different sorts of action. For instance, she shows how the
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morning news genre endorses the happy recounting of personal events that will be of
interest by the morning news givers, and polite, attentive listening by the
surrounding students. In her analysis, Christie shows how problematic this genre can
be in that not all students are equally equipped by their upbringing to do these tasks,
and the genre itself does not teach the students how to do them.

My study is also interested in the logogenetic work that occurs in classrooms,
particular English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classrooms in Japan. Like Christie’s
(2002) analysis of “Morning News” above, this study examines the classroom
curriculum genres that teachers and students coproduce, rather than focusing on
genres and macrogenres in written texts.

As such, this study is aligned with work in Critical Applied Linguistics, such as
Kubota (1999) and Ellwood and Nakane (2009), that seek to query the subject
construction of the “silent Asian student” that these and other authors have often
found present in English language teaching literature, and in oral texts produced by
Inner Circle “native speaker” teachers about these students. However, Japanese
students have been found in classroom discourse studies, such as Nakane (2007), to
tend towards silence, in contrast to the purportedly loquacious norm of the L1
‘Western’ classroom (Ellwood and Nakane, 2009). Therefore, the methods deployed
in the research of EFL classrooms in Japan need to take into account that not all
“classroom engagement” (Meyer, 2009) is verbal.

To this end, it will deploy multimodal discourse analysis (MDA) in the
systemic-functional tradition (known as SF-MDA), such as practiced by Kress, et al.
(2005) and Baldry and Thibault (2006). Both of these studies have the value in
analyzing non-linguistic modalities as not merely ancillary to language, much like
other work in multimodal discourse analysis (e.g. Kress and van Leeuwen, 2006;
Norris, 2004). As Baldry and Thibault (2006) have demonstrated, however, SF-
MDA can analyze these non-linguistic, co-present, and co-productive semiotic
systems in a multistratal, systemic fashion.

3.2 Research setting

To explore the contours of classroom curriculum genres in Japanese EFL, this study
has collected recorded audio and video data from two main sources, along with one
comparison sample. Two courses for first-year students in the same faculty, with
student cohorts streamed according to their performance on an institutionally —
administered English proficiency exam, were observed in the spring and autumn
2011 semesters, respectively, at a large private university in Western Japan. Four
class sessions were observed in the spring of a lower-intermediate oral
communication course that used two distinct curricula: one using a commercially
produced listening and speaking textbook for listening and “small group
monologue” (Martin, 1992: 514-515) opinion sharing, and one following the Oxford
Bookworms (Furr, 2007) extensive reading-based reading circles discussion format.
In the autumn, six sessions of an upper-intermediate stream academic writing class
were observed. As a comparison sample, [ also observed and recorded one session of
an oral communication class for second-year students at a small science and
engineering university in Western Japan.
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The impossibility of recording everything that occurs in a naturalistic
observation setting means that these audio-video transcripts of three-dimensional,
dynamic material-semiotic multimodal texts (Baldry and Thibault, 2006: 175-177)
from tertiary Japanese EFL classes are necessarily incomplete, as will be the third-
order textual transcripts needed for their analysis. In spite of this, the research design
of this study has attempted to ensure sufficient coverage of the classrooms observed,
and to confirm conclusions drawn from their analysis. The initial design called for
three cameras in the classroom, along with four voice recorders. However, it quickly
became apparent that this could not cover much of the classroom, and so a fourth
camera was used for all subsequent observations.

In addition to the detail provided by these audio and video transcriptions,
interviews were conducted with the teacher participants before and after each
recorded session, and with the two main teacher participants after the end of both
semesters. Student interviews were also conducted with three student participants
from the spring semester and seven from the autumn term. Finally, questionnaires
were administered at the beginning and end of the main data sample observations,
and at the beginning of the comparison observation, to survey the students’
experience and attitudes regarding English study. Thus, as a qualitative,
ethnographically-informed SF-MDA study, it will use the rich data collected beyond
the classroom to confirm the conclusions drawn from the systemic analysis of the
linguistic and non-linguistic modalities deployed in the data collected.

4. Possible findings, analytical approach, and limitations
At this early stage of research, the data itself has been gathered but the specific
methodological devices by which it can make sense of are still being refined by
further study, reflection, and pilot study. Therefore, it would still be hasty to draw
any definite conclusions, and so the possible findings below may change over the
course of the study. With that caveat requested, the core research question of
whether curriculum genres exist in Japanese EFL can presently be answered with a
“yes”. This section will outline some of the classroom curriculum genres that might
be discerned through this study, and how their analysis might proceed.

Through my in-person observation, as well as through screening of the video
and audio data, the following two possible generic patterns have been observed:

1) Consultation: In both main data sets, teachers consulted with students
regarding homework or classwork activities. In one pilot analysis
(Amundrud, 2011), repeated Discourse-level patterns from the Spring
2011 observation were discerned. Repeated Discourse-level patterns
were also found in a separate pilot study (Amundrud, 2012) of the
Autumn 2011 data, though with less delicacy. Both data sets will be
analyzed in more detail, particularly for exchange structure (Martin &
Rose, 2007; Martin, 1992), which may account for the difference in
generic delicacy found. It may also help determine whether there is a
macrogeneric relationship present.
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2) Discussion: All three teacher participants repeatedly enjoined their
students to “discuss” issues raised by course materials that students were
to have considered as answers to their homework or classwork activities.
Further analysis may determine the generic stages and macrogeneric
patterns of these discussions.

Again, these are only preliminary possibilities, and will likely increase in the course
of the study.

Since this study has collected a total of 11 class sessions worth of data, with
each recorded using multiple cameras and audio voice recorders, the considerable
amount of data requires principled selection to be made useful, particularly beyond
the two patterns above that were obvious from the researcher’s in-person presence in
the classes observed. Analysis of the data will therefore proceed roughly along the
following guidelines.

First, possible generic patterns in classroom discourse will be discerned by
profiling each phase, or "set of copatterned semiotic selections that are codeployed
in a consistent way over a given stretch of text” (Baldry and Thibault, 2006), of the
data samples. Then, the lesson point of selected samples will be profiled, along with
the Register-level values, to sketch a GSP schema of the activity. The multimodal
situation of the entire classroom will then be presented, examining gesture, gaze,
posture, proxemics, and the “frozen actions” (Norris, 2004) of desk placement and
classroom spatial organization. A top-down systemic discourse analysis from the
Semantic stratum will then be deployed, followed by a trifunctional
lexicogrammatical analysis. With these analyses in hand, specific multimodal
actions by students and/or the teacher will be examined in more detail.

As noted previously, no such multimodal analysis of classroom data can hope
to capture all of the semiotic actions relevant to the students and teachers that
coproduce the lived text of the language classroom. However, while keeping these
limitations in mind, this study will indicate potential classroom curriculum genres,
developing from the principles of data selection and analysis above a set of findings
for further investigation and refinement in other research settings.

Moreover, since much of the data collected is in Japanese, the role of code-
switching and code-mixing will need to be considered, both in terms of discourse
and in the lexicogrammatical analyses conducted. Given the current trend of
methodological eclecticism in language teaching globally, and the increased
realization of how important student L1 can be in foreign language classrooms, such
an approach may be of considerable relevance to research in language classrooms
elsewhere in Japan and the world.

5. Conclusion

In sum, as a qualitative, ethnographically-informed SF-MDA study, the research
project briefly described in this paper seeks to cast light on the multimodal,
discursive construction of language classrooms through the theory of genre
developed in the Sydney school of SFL, and particularly through the notion of
curriculum genres and macrogenres. This will hopefully point the way for more
systematic analysis of foreign and second language classrooms that incorporate
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attention to non-linguistic semiotic systems as well. Only further research, both in
the course of this study and by others, will show whether the suggestions noted here,
or the findings that will come, can show how the notion and structure of classroom
curriculum genres might help teachers and researchers understand what happens in
language classrooms. In doing so, however, we researchers and teachers should
come to a better understanding of the texts (we) teachers coproduce with (our)
students, and of the possible genres that can be construed in the “combinatorial
powerhouse” (Martin, 2002) of grammar.
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Modality in Japanese: Downranking or Grammatical
Metaphor
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Abstract
This paper discusses how to analyze Japanese clauses with modal expressions realized
mainly by relational clauses (e.g. [fkare wa chikokushite kuru]] koto ga aru (there are times
when he comes late)). We can take two approaches to such clauses. One is to consider koto
ga aru and the verbal group in the embedded clause (in this case chikokushite kuru) to
together form the Predicator (the clause in question is a material clause):

kare wa chikokushite kuru koto ga aru
(he sometimes comes late)
Subject Predicator

Teruya (2007:210) adopts the similar analysis saying that existential clauses like koto ga aru
are downranked and serve as a part of group/phrases. The other approach is to take only aru
as the Predicator (the clause is a relational clause):

[[kare wa chikokushite kuru]] koto ga aru
(times when he comes late exist)
Subject Predicator

In this case, the experiential meaning of the relational (existential) process realizes the
modality of usuality through grammatical metaphor.

This paper will propose some grammatical tests, including the transfer of Subjects
into the relational clause and negotiability of the relational clause, to decide whether the
clause in question should be analyzed as downranking or grammatical metaphor.
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BEOSTWBREFIH LTS, 2%V, [ZEnTEB] L) BERARE
BB TRELT, METILBTES) WO BFEBO—E LTHRIET D
EFHLTNS .

5) 2— [(RLEREIETE HINIERTEELE 2
Adjunct Complement Predicator: ability Negotiator
(Teruya (2007: 215: Example 4.24) % 2 {ERK)

H ) —ODHIO LT, JERREY I, 2% —2oDREE L LTH
L, BHoMEDIAEN-4FIEES Complement, Z#LiZHe< BIFIHECHAR
B % Predicator & L THOWMTEH LD THB, ZOHE, R2IXHAB LI,
Bl e e LTIBERERE L 20, [HEN1E) &) BHE(Attribute) A3,
SEREEMRIZ L - T, HORAARBONBIIHT 2 ERMEEZRDLTWS

£ 2: Pl XEAER E LTamE@ER—ooiEiEREaRE) E LTHRbh
3)

[M[LHAEFRIL, EXEIFEEML, [ZP
BREWNDDRENEBMOXROREE TR, ME
MDD BEEFE LRIV D, |VWoFDZE | HENRZDTH D,
DHBREFEDB I DL [[LLIEY LTWAB]NZE
X

Adjectival

Nominal Group Group

Predicator

Complement (Carrier) (Process/Attribute)
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INERUAHTES £/, Teruya (2007)i2#4 55, Teruya (2007: 210-
21)ik, BIZED [~F32L8H5) Lol LT, THE] I3
%1 72 L OBSHRE (experientia) FFEICE > TEF Y T 4 BELEH TN
DBEEFTTVD, ZOHAI, BlO)D LS IZEBREBY /L,
XHERAERICE S TEX I T A BRDLINTNBEELTWS, Thbb,
MBET AT NSEDN] % Complement, [H5)] OHRZRELE LTH
FrLTW5

6) [(BEE ¥ <ITILER HD,

Complement Predicator

DX, ELLDMBEEINIL-T, HOREMAH, £/, Fh
WXHET 2 EE(EFT)HBMAD, 2L L THREBHIZRSIZR AN, BNTRT
BOTL %, ZD7=, ZOBOBIZ ST 5 7= OB EHERIRS ML
BLB,

Teruya (2007) T, T D2 2DGFED I L, FOBA/ICELLEZHRAT
DDMPIIONT, BERNRFECRILTIARIZEGRENA TV Y, REhT
WABBIDHZNOHRIT B &, EIBEDIAENZON (2L 2EOHERL T
DHFEERBERHMOMBE TREEZ, [SHE) (HBE REORNBEDE
BITIEICEMERE LTHR S LR BN B,

LOLbLEILELTDE, FIZIEIZEAERLEKRD 2 #l, ([~
DNZEBHDI X TZERHB) M (T3] LnWHEFERL & LICRTS
R H, T[[~TANFREMRH B 1E[~T B8 (AR CBHiAEh
T-BARBAREI L WD Z LB, FORMII—EMIES S by,

HDHIWIIFEIZ, AL TZd) LWIBREFARE7-HITH . STEH K
EHRZBBUIEL H D, FIZIEFI(N~10)ELELTIELY

D [FEITEBZ LT B2 &b B,

@) [MEITEBR LT Bz &N XL H B,

9 [[MEITEBH L TL B3] & HEEICH B,
(10) [EITBA LT 3|2 L IX A HRKRE,

IhoDfTIE, RLEIIC TZE] AAVLRATHTS., FTOHIEY., B
PRBRE DRI (HD) TEEREFES) DM CHSEORE & L T
EELTWAEIICELONA(=BE TR LTV,

ARTIR, ThboRBEL2—#ICEGEERHOBHFAH~ORB THRLE LT
o, HiT, BREBEEHVHENERE LTOWT 30, HE0iEE
ﬁy;orﬁﬁﬁéﬁiaom\%m%é\%@ﬁ%-%@@ﬁm\%%i
6 (-]
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4. H3¥r
4.1. H)IABE DK

FPICABENT, T2 &) REDAFREDAETN-HOHBEAIZHOWNTE
2T, AETIEINET,

D EITBZ LT BN EnH B,

DXHIT, T2 ITHDAERTWAEIIC X)) FTEDHTRITLTY
7=A3, FEBEIZIL,

(7a) BIZ[EZIL T BN & D,

EWVWHREY HLAEETH D, ZOMBEIZBELTIX, UTFO L5747 X FTH
WrL7=v, Zhuid., i) 2BE8IXETHILENIZETHD .

(7b) (BRI L TL B2 ¢MnBEdh s,

YD LS, THiZ) B T2k ORABHTAIZELTEDEWVHID
. M) A T2 e ICEDRAERTIEW W L &2RT, #-T, A
T, TR FE2RBAT 3,
IRPUSADBNZEBNT S, T~k [~8] L) EFFEDIALEICA
NaEMEIMNE, BANIZET, 20, BENTES3007 A FTHRBI L7,
F7-. HORLENEZETHEENDDZOT X ML, R, BT
Beh STIERIER DT A M E LTHHEET 5, LI DX, (TH)D K HiZ
X B Tzk) & TH5) OMICBEITESHE, bhe<td, T2 L
NHDH) ATOENTFE Y THEEL TWAbITTIIRY, -8B, Z0
HOREIL PBALTLDIERHDH] TR THd) ORFEEVRD,
Li=iioT, ZOXIICEENBETE A58, [2eHd) KEET
ML CEIERBED—IZ RoTWADTIIRL ., [H5] BNEHOBEMRER
H EEONTRAONEYEASS, Lo TABETIE, 2haxT A Q& LT,
P TR SUER LRI DO RIBT E#ED—D L L=V :

TAMD: [~iF) [~ L) EFS, #HinEDRAEATVD
438 L BB DAT - BYF - WATABORICBEITE 52

722U, ET A MITNEET TR+ T, EESBEBITE2VWliIEE
THRETRLVWI DI TLRWZD, UTFTIbRDT A MEFXI,
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42. BGERHEZRWEEX VT4 RBADIFA S

SIS, BOEDAR L (F)BERARZAVWVTEY VI T 2K T
Bl ., XEBRICE ST 29D F — S L THS, —Di, #
DRALFHLUN DS RLETA+ a2 TOHRDIALTT, Zhk Type 1 &7
5., ZoOBIX., BHAAREUANOE SN, B4 + BB + 85 - 4
gl - BAFE ZR3b0FI@L ZicYi=3)T, Zh% Type 2 &7 3,
=28, #BEDAENDLAFN IGER) TH) TwE) [EAH) 2o
NBZBDHZAETHD, ZORE, Bi2EoRix THa) TRy LEICE
EERTHBENEZ D, Th%E Type 3 ¢T3, TRFIhDOZ A SIZBTER
DOHFNILLTDEY THAHEEMNIZEZ Y T 4 OFEE) -

Type 1 D
* [[clause(&E WM H)Z & 72A5/THA 5 (BRM)
* [[clause]]?D 7=5 5 (EFR M)
* [[clause]]iZ 3" 7=(EEAR M)
* [[clause]] b V) 7Z(EEN)
* [[clause]] = & 7= (FHEHHE)
* [[clause]]®H D 7= (Ftk)

Type 2 D4

* [[clause]]Z & iX H Y 5 B/ 2 RV(ERME)
* [[clause]] Z & iX BHRV/EE L X2V (ER M)
* [[clause]] = & i3 ABMGRICHE< ZoV(EERM)

* [[clause]] = & % FENTZEERME)

* [[clause]] = L 1T #R%E E /=70 (ERM)

* [[clause]] Z & iX 272 ) DREEEE b - TV 5 (ERM)
* [[clause]] Z & 1% FETH D (EARM)

* [[clause]] Z & 1% RREVVRUW(ERME)

* [[clause]] Z & 1T RERE%Z b 7= 72 W (ERME)

* [[clause &||EVVE B2 LiT TEARVW(ERM)
* [[clause]] DA% BETH % (FERM)

* [[clause]]iZ B AUV (ERRME)

* [[clause]]D A% FniLip\ (R ME)

* [[clause]]Z & A3 T& B(HEH)

* [[clause]] = & T FRZhT B (RES)

* [[clause]] D% EE® VN & E)(HES)

* [[clause]]Z & A3 & B (HHEE)

* [[clause]] DA% F1E7Z(HHEE)

* [[clause]] Z & & FVN DB (M)

* [[clause]] Z & A% EEN TV B (FEHM)
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* [[clause]] Z & iT HIR7Z(F|/BME)
* [[clause]] Z & {2 ABERN TV B (EEM)

Type 3 DF

* [[clause( & VN D)FEBLAS & B (ZEARME)

* [[clause( & V™ D)]IHEREAS & B (FEIRME)

* [[clause & WS TIEMSADRIZH D THRWERM)
* [[clause]¥T T 4L/H3 22\ (ERM)

* [[clause & LA 5 A 72 (R M)

* [[clause & (|5 5 INEDE RV (ERME)

* [[clause]] /1% & D(RES7)

* [[clause]] & & A% & B (JAE)

* [[clause]}FEA & B (BRE)

* [[clause]JiEAMT 7ab ()

* [[clause]]HLED & B (HBEHE)

* [[clause])&HEAS & B (FTHEHE)

* [[clause]ERERIZ 72V \(FHSMH)

* [[clause L7=\ (& I)JERRDS B B (BEM)

TDEIT 3 EATTHTIEN, Type 2 & 3 xELHH (45 + KB
o+ BhEE - AR - MARRE LWOHBE LD, TOAFNERAFIARE
BPBRRLDIOAT, HERIEDLLRY, ZODEBETIILVHZT.
Type2 &£ 3WIFRILT R FEYTIEIDHTEZXLI LD LTS,

4.3. BREEIX

FTRENRIBEHE LT, F VT 4 REABKEBE TR L THFEBEO—HIZ
RoOTWBDNE I pOYHIOERIT, TEF )T 1 #RbTEGBRERED
BhHEA - A - TEAFIRED, M L GREE LTHEEL TWA D &R 5,
o XY T4 2RO TERARSOHF - 45 - BEFARE] VOO,
72 21T THRITBRA LT A2 ¢MnHD] @ 1HD) Oy EET,

ZOWE - 45 - BAFIREAEM TR L LTHIELTWS 2L, (Toi
RAXIC [HBD) FIndhiEicszzy, EHKRTEZX YT ZRLTY
BT EiB

(7¢) X Bz LTL Bz s H5,

Compliment  Subject Predicator

Wiz, BEmTiEREgicennigESi, (diCR3 L 51z, TER LT
5] LEAELTHRHEESL B0, MBTHRELTRSI Z LIRS :
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(7d) #Hix BRLTL B 8D B,

Subject Predicator

Tk, REE LTHBREELTWVS] LWIDIXEI WD Z Ligdd, BRE
(Predicator) & V5 DX, Teruya (2007)IZ, “the Predicator plays a central role in
the interpersonal structure of the Mood (p.162)” F7/-{X “Japanese grammar in
general uses the Predicator and the Negotiator that follows it to indicate mood type
@135 LENTWVWD L HIZ, RFEOPCERBICL STV BERICZ -1
DLEARHRVIRSNT, JABRY LY ZANcED /B2 R-TEHY T
» 5,

Lo T, e LTHEEL TW 22K+ 3i1cid, X VT 0 %2KT
B - 4 - RAFBLE ERECETERIC LTSEP CRESETANIE L
W, WS LiTRD, Lo THEBETIE, ThieT7AMOLELT, 7A D
L LB, BB TRMUEMLMRIEOHIMTERED—D L Lz :

TRAMD: ¥V T 4 2D THRAREOREBEMELEEN
220, RYRY TRESRS M

4.4. Type 2,3 DFE
7 Type2 & 3N DI, TA MOBYUTITEBHE R THIV, Type 3
DBl%E | DHRTHBE,

(11) [ FAIZAT o T2 ]JFERS B B,

EWVWIBITIR, [H252) LBVEBETZLTERMEELRY., TRV &
RBLIEDFTHZENTEDE, LoTZDfilix. ThHd] OLBRBRELOEE
WEH LT TE B,

RIERIZ, Type2 DFlZ R THS :

(12) [BAR > TL B & ITHEET,

b, [HEE»? —HEETR] LEXBH0T, IV HERF] o
DB EROBERREES TH B,
INoDFIFTVTHRS, HET X POTIE TEFLBBITE 2V OFFE
DT, TARAMDT (5] [REER) PMSI L TREICAND Z L AR
Lo, TROHIIBEETHRL TW A WEZIBRE & 9+ 3,

HZ, TR MOQELL BB LRVDIILLTO L 5 2FITH S :
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(13) [[([[VrXEBELTHRANZ ENBGERIZR>TLELENABINER
D (REDH) IZHEDNENIRD 21, ([Z=rA—])

Zhix, EFEO TARZ) 2888 T (Rhoat] DRiich»TL B L
BTEF(FTRAID)., [Bhrol-n?2 -, bhot-] ODLHILRLVEY M
TERWNTRAID), ZOLSRPFE., NEMiTdof-] X THESD] &<
SONRNERIIZZRNR, TRbb, [Ehidkho7-] PEBTHRL
T, (H21EDERo7] 2ERREIC/R-STWB ERITT S,

TAROQLELLIZHLAEBLARWEIL, ENTHLUTOLIRLONRH
5

Type 2
(14) [LHDEEIL ANDEIOFBHORARLHR L L dimr Eii

AN
*[[BFE L2 ST bDERTRE E-720,
*EREVE- RO ? —F e,

(15) ZRUZXF LT, [[()7 =/ A—id, ZREOBEESNLHRELTY
BN EEIBEDRNAENG,
*[HRBELTWBNI EIET VA= MEBRDR RN,
*RDRNN? —B DA,

(16) [(7 =/ A—N—iX WL EOHENFTEER L THEZNIT BBV,
[ FERLUTHEZNC T L A= ME BN,
PHRENRNN? —bANH D,

AN [C-BYHFADRZ Y —r D FiZB 2T 3120 FM[=KRT
DOWRET-IZHICZKREIGETT DN FELE LTHEHENDT Y izt
DANLNE]Z L3 dBIc#E< 2V,

[ & D AL L iEe D FEBICEL 2,
*ABBUDEES 22 2 —

Type 3

(18) [[7 =V A —MZAIREF TIHARL T, Ly XEEBLTHRTVS
B8 | AVAR S /YA
[+ » *HTWVBLELMNNNE I BT 2V A=W TR,
*OWNE IRV n? —H B,

(19) [TN7 FDT 2V A—AFEZFCBROKD BENH - 2]l Tidde
v,
[+ o T =AM IS o DI TIEX DB,
(DI TRRON? — 5B,
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(20) [ & T WV EBEDBEBEIBVE HICEI 2V 2RV,
e o - EHAROVINITTIHEEOEI AR,
(XTI RN —H B,
(FRT 7= 2r—=1])

TDXDRERIEI L, %32?1% L7=fil@)ix, EREDLDIC
N0, FFTTRAIOT, M KIFEYLTHWARIERLHIER
HHENPRDTHD] LIFE RV, ?x rOT, [Fedd? —FHENTILAR
W] ERETES0, THEEN2OTHD) PRMOBIRERERICRS, #-o
T, ABDOR 2 BHI@DOHHTE LTHEEE V23,

4.5. Type 1 DFA
B#IZ Type 1 12V THT B, Type 1 £V I DI, FlRHD L Sz, (&
DABEEEIVLTAL A2 FDLTRY IOFITHS :

@) [(ZEDMHE W DAKE, BELHIXT b)) 207 F 2 FORM
TEAHRHEEZEXT|RLTHENNILETHLI, ([T A—
g

ZDZATOBNL, [[ 1138 T2 &) ICHEVAERARTWBRENITTS L,
2B, [~Z &) EWVILTNCaALaTDONWLFARDHATTEXI-SE
Wrh & otrEnsd, [KEETHAH | REDLFTHLRLEBETHS, L
L, 7Z7ANPRT, ThRLTBEL LTHIEL TWB LI3EZIZLL, i
LCHTR&ELEZIDNS,

—F. BN ¢ 2 BLHEEE b TVWTYH, BENSERRBHLHS :

(22) BEOBBKIXMTTH? —[[#0 I L THAS D,

BlI22)DFEL. THOBBRMBAH] EWHEBDELE LT, TV
T L) EWVWHATREMEL LTHEXLTWS, Z0OHEAIE. ([[#9ic
TN ¢ETHAY | 2URZAFABLELTHMLTHLELIE IRV E VLS,

Bl EQQDEVERENTE-DICEH, RIIVLEFPORET X MBE
BTHD, ThbL, SEPTREINDION, LFAHLSENEDIALE D
WEAE BT LV, FIQYMORICHBE, T80T I N2 ¢E
AIDN?] LWV LT, T8Iz T & TRV EE X5,
FIQD)TIX, TRALTHREIEN-TEEBEIMN?] LWHBS LT
Ehwnl, MRLTHEZETIEHRY) LEIEXRY, LS, TRLTH
Teh? —RHLT(HOWRW) DX iz, BbARGORORTERET S
DBREBIZAH D, 2FD, FICHTHE, TRLTHS] BREOBLTHY |
[ZETHAHD) BB THL CERBEO IR TWAIZTER,
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Lo TAEB T, Type | OXRBRIZIZ, TRXA MOEHBEL T, BB TR
SCERERIE DB EEHREL 35 -

TAMY: EFEPTCREIND DN, ZFHSENEDRALL DB
W

Bl23) & QHDEHIHRERTH D :

@) [[ODEZFFIIREDIT D] L, (obligation DEK T)
(24) B35 TRANCFATZEZ LIHTTTN? —[[ADE & FIZKE 2T 5]]
Nl

FEHTIE. [KREDTFBIETTN? —KEDTHIETIIR LEX
BOIZRLT, HlI23)TiX. TREDFZZETTN?] LixW 29, B,
(REDITD?) £/F 1REDTB, TIN?) Lidlcd, ZThbED
ABRERD REMTD] DIFIBRLVBMOOP.LT, [T EE] FIhd
L 2DWTEF YT 4 25 LT3,

UTFIZERIELT, 4f+abainE®wd VT RRELTHVWLONES
B O E R,

3 3 : Type 1| ORBZ AVW=BlORH

[[IIEBHZE LZRWVWINR | T2 | ¢ T H» A
TAHAT-NELICELHTNZE | 21 Do
&z
Verbal Nominal copula
Nominal Group Group Group p
Verbal Group
Complement Predicator
( TEN&IR] )
5. ¥¢8

Uk, BRTIE, WLODDOLET A F2RBTHZLICL- T, Hinild
DRABIZE STEF VT 4 E2RTHBEOHFTO LT o2V THR Ui,
T, FX VT4 2ROTHRBBRHOBEMLLF+a 27 THIHD
(Type 1) {22\ Tid,
TAMD: RFEPTREINDION, LFAHR2ENEDALE ORI, &
WIHITRAMEREL, FORBRIZEATUTOLYIZHITTS :
ZFHREDBEEIL. FOAFRLENBREE 2T,
BOIALEHOMBIMOGZEIL, HOIALBEDOBRE L < > DN THEIZR >
TWa, TRbbAf+abtaIREETRLTHDEHI,
i, BEX VT 4 2FRDOTEON, Li0+HEBIER+ B - 45 - AT
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L7225 bD(Type2,3) IZ2WTiE, HHAEDAFEFNDLFAN (2 L] D
T4 F(Type 2)72 b IXBIFRBTRE OB TR, PIASE(Type 3)72 HIETHER
Mg E LTHD L) & 5 RBMARHBHI TE . 2 OHEREHET LA T
BRBIRNENS T ERALNIIRST, EVIDL, Type 2 TH 3 ThH,
EBLHTHBUTDT R MIGohnBbDEF o bRy DONRH-77-
OTH5 :
TAMD: X8E% T2 k) REDLFADERAIIBETEX 5
TARQ : BURBREREH ORBMOAERY LV TRETEX DM
INBEDTRAMNDERIZLE ST, UTOLSIHHT 3 :
ELOLPHRTE 25681, BRABREOBREIMI L TRBERT,
ELo b TERWESIE., BRBEBEHIIREE TR L THEDAZE ORE
D—ELIRo>TWNB LS,

=

'ARR T, 20 2 SOHRITHIHFO L2 RIC ETR & ISEMHk
Mr) EFESR, LAUEEIE, BB TEREAE> TWAEATYH, XENELKRTESY
U714 Z2RbLTWBRZ LICEHEDLY 2V, T ) LI-FAEDREIZ OV T, JASFL
B 19 BRMASICEBWTHIEHZ W0, SEIIE. BRYA ML EDES
HERZ=D, HATEOTTORAELFLE TV,

20z EE ThoRE) 3. —REXAVT 4 LBBRARVWRBICAZ DM, EBITIE.
THD&EFITIHREDTHIEE) TAKESIHIEFELEZLDE] 0L oIz,
FIZEBEEEZRTEF VT A RBEL LTEDNR S,

BE TR

Halliday, M.AK. (1994) An Introduction to Functional Grammar. 2nd edition.
London: Arnold.

Halliday, M.A.K. and Christian M.LM. Matthiessen. (2004) An Introduction to
Functional Grammar. 3rd edition. London: Arnold.

B FiL, B RE, KBHET, FELF (2011) THERETEICKIT 58
RAOMBELBEEEDORE) [HIESHEEME] 6:17-58.

M FEE (19) TV F o] £ < ALBHAR

—H =|EE, EM FREGER)(1989) TAAREOEFX YT 4] B : < ALBH
&

Teruya, Kazuhiro. (2007) 4 Systemic Functional Grammar of Japanese. London /
New York: Continuum.
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BARELEREFORITFHRICE TS
RILFEF YT 14—
Multimodality in Weather Forecasts in Japanese and English
Newspapers

KRIEE

Masamichi Washitake

BRMFEBRRFE
Aichi Gakuin University

Abstract

This paper explores weather forecasts in newspapers written in Japanese and
English from the perspective of multimodality. Although there are numerous
research papers on news articles within the framework of Systemic Functional
Linguistics, most of which have analyzed them as verbal text only (e.g. hard news
stories and editorials). This paper is an attempt to analyze the nature of weather
forecasts where the role of language is ancillary. After reviewing the context of
culture of weather forecasts, it explores a significant number of weather forecasts
randomly selected from Japanese and English newspapers, and shows the different
visual images used in them. Then, by applying analytical methods proposed by
Kress and van Leeuwen (2006) and Martin and Rose (2008: 176-179),
metafunctional analyses are performed. As a result, the followings are cleared:
obligatory components, patterns of logico-semantic relations, typical process types,
relationships between the viewers and visual texts are used in common in both
Japanese and English weather forecasts; on the other hand, optional components,
patterns of visual composition, and process types realizing today’s weather are
different. This paper concludes that even objective text like weather forecast realizes
cultural difference.

1. BT

AREOBHNL, BRI REEHES 35 (Systemic Functional Linguistics, LAFE
SFLYD B AZFIA L THMKR EICK T2 RXRATFROAFESLY
TA4—DHYEIEELRTEILIH D, MHRITBRTBOFM L KEFEOH
& L. BRMBIIERL T D, 727 R ME, BAFEOHM 5 ®E#IAH.
ER., PA. #H., R)LEXFBEOEHHM 8 M(A—AFF YT : The
Australian, The Daily Telegraph (Sydney))., A ¥ U R : The Guardian, The
Independent, 7 A U 77 : International Herald Tribune, USA Today, Washington
Post, 774 : Vancouver Sun))> b E{EAICHIH L= RKFHRTH 5,

77 A MGHICKLL, RATROBHRO =T 7 2 b BT, K
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WT, RRTHEMEEL TV AERERL D PICHERERLER LTS
{EEFER(mode) DT EAT 5., B, A YRS 21TV, BAGE L 958
DRIZTHOHY X5 ORREZERT D,

2. R =av77 X b

RIZTHMOIRILOD 217 7 A b (context of situation)ld H AZE, HFETLLTF
DEBYVEELTWD, (i) [EEIEE(feld) XTI o /i), &5 i
REMTJRHEROBUTH D, (i) FHFIBR(tenor)i TR L OHMFE & HEHPY
F(LBEINHE)T, EMELLBERLREENEE / u—rThH B,
(i) fmiERk X (mode)i ZFRIIEIA T, SFELEMEEHADOT HFZFIH L TW5,

WHILARETIE, RO a T 7 A P 2IF L TWA AARE L EEORK
THEMB, FOXIRLAEERFEDL, FORICBWTRRLZDNEEETS,

3. RRTFHROWBRER

AARFEORK FHRICIEK, BB RKKOME, XEAX., SBDXRAT
W, AALIBEORITHAGENRD, K 1 26bhhd Xk oic, RIOME
IEFET 7 AMTHY, FOMOERDOKIBSITIRTET 7 A TR ESh

TUNS
A HD
RKETH
Fa5sE:

1Y) 6a| /1215821 e R @ a=DB ©n

58 [ g T 20 33 23: 32 24 !:7'250 -
% Rl ) 20 30 23 LW 50 31 24 CH 50 5
s EIIEIIEIEd 20 33 225 340 32 24 K340 5

s 10 m

SHEX

#\l IS Lgd 20 32 196040 29 19 £ 40
w2 EIEENELE ) 20 3124 LW 50 31 24 L so W
W BEIEIRIET 30 20 22 0 50 30 22 K 50
ALt T TR Y T 50 25 20:5040 25 21 £ 40 2
fWa "I TEMTY Y Y 20 28220iK340 20 22 E 50
i !ﬁgggﬁsg 50 31 23;%&0 30 24%50 2
PEE (DR T %mWLFFiE KRR 1.¥ 20 33 22: 40 33 25 40
R RENEES o AFGEZ RO L% BIE T Jidiad 40 31 23 %30 30 23 k440
TESEE NG B S AN 1RE BTl 20 30 zagé% 30 3023 L340
30 27 60

IERN BT OISR B0 R T 50 : 31 27 £& 40
KD

1: RN AARFORKTH @ EEM 201047 H 8 BT

WCHEBHICB T 2 KA TFHOMBREREZ T, KAOWE, 40D
Xﬁ%ﬁi\ A ORKTHR AL L TWOARWEA WL 2B 7= 23,
SHORKITFHMITT R TOHM CHERTE, LEMR-T, SHOXRET
WOBNAAFEORZ THROVEAEETHHALEEZ S,
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# 1: AABORKIFROMBER

(g§Z?§i) R S EORETH fé%ﬁ;
H RO 0O o o o
#HRO o
A o
5 B o
PER% o
HEE O O o o

—HT, K2 2obnrdLdic, BEORKTFHRICIZK, MBI, X
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Uk, RAFROLBEOHRERLIETEOMBRERL MR TEL, 22
T, REFHOBERIFAHEN TV BEEERICOVTHHEEREZIT I,
X 1| THRTEX3LIIC. BAEOREG., RAOBMEIIEET /A MTH
3720, XFOAEBFHAINTWS, RRXIZIE, R ERBEXAVLGHR
T35, RETHICIE, BHEAICEXFOIEIMNIRRERTRE LR 'BH
WHoh T,

—FT, K 2 CHRATEELIC, ZBEOHAILH, BAABEBORITH
ERICLE DT, XF, #K, B85, KB/FAITVE, RROBEIZIX
XFEH, RRENCEHE EEENFIR IR TS RITAARFELEEHL T
BN, REFRIZETII AR, K EXFEEETHRFAHAINTWEATRE
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Wik, MAIMIZIIXFEREERFA S TS, wBEFHRIZIX, XF.
B MEALDXFIELAAEDENRHERTE D, KRIGRIERIZ, X
FEREFAHLTNS,

Db, BAGE, HELLICKATHICFCBREOEERXZFALTY
B EVHERTER, TO—FT, GEEXROBRAEGDLEIZOWTIX, A
AELVLEFOIIOIVLVEL OHEAEDLEEZFIAL TS Z & HHERR
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4. A Z BB

AEH T, BETI7ZA ML LTORKTFHRO A FBESNE2ITH, S5
TI7AMOGHFERULUEL I, LV EAFEHREBRNTESL L), HEER
B, RBRERM, STAR, 77 X MERBD 4 DDA ZBENLHTEE
35,

4.1 REHEERAY 2 & BB

Martin & Rose (2008)iZ kL, §FB7 7 XA ML IEEFET 7 A b L DOREIZIE,
¥ T O i EE B kA B8R (logicosemantic relation) (Halliday and Matthiessen, 2004)
ERDIENTED, £ T, 77X MOKRBERNBBRSTEZEL T,
BT I AMLHSET IR VOBBREBET S,

B 1 OEEIMNEL TV RITRORKRILY B ORI TR TIdi
<, BHIADRZEETHB, ZORRZR%EH LIZETILHDRIADBENE
BT I7AMELTRIREINTWS D, RARLERET 7 A MIEREF
% 3R ¢ 5% (enhancement) DBIRIZH B, F7/2, SADOKRTHRIIXZHME
ZHELKHEBALTVEZ b, RETFHREXIBEO AT AT
(elaboration) TéH %, AR LIBEDO XK FHRIIRTBMEONAE L FML L T
L7, REERMBRIT WV LB L,

RO 2 BAREOD/INT 7 AP TERMLEER., REBERH DK
KTFBOTRTUIIBNT, REBME L XRAROMICHEOBURN, KEHE
R L4 ADRITROBIZEATOBFRIHER TE (XK 3 28B),
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HBEO HH b & -
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$ R HA BT -
& H W54 BT -
e ) . .
LIt W58 AT -

—FH T, RBEBORKZTHRICBIIZEET 7 A M
EHRABGRIL. X4ITRTEY TH B,
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AARBORITFHREFMLEL I, SBT 7 AP THIXRROBMEIX, —
WEBRWT, S BOXRK[TH L BATOBKRIC, KA & ITEEOBFRICH
5, EEOHRERTH 2 XIEFROBEBFR L IIBEFTOBRICHHZ &
MHERTE 3,

UEDmHrnt, BAEE EORKXTFHRTIE. EHICKANPHBEEE
TIAMNESH ODKxﬁ"'%E(#.:.mT& 2 MEEATOBFRIZH D | 365«60
BMEEFET 7 A MNERKHEEEET 7 A MR OBERICHD L VH =
Enbhhot,

4.2 BRBAERE A & BiRB

I, BRERIERM A ZFBEEONITE LT, RETHICFAINL TV 518
BRI % #8345, Kress and van Leeuwen (2006: 59)iZ LhuiE, #HHET 7 X b
OEBENTIEIE 1 IBIRE LT, Narrative process & Conceptual process 738
D,

Narrative process (3B 5 EROHEX 2 RRTHHBHBETHDL, SE5ERE,
HHINVIBEBEROBICEIZOFAETHS (X7 Fb) (vector) B3 FER T
& id Narrative process & fi#IR 415, Narrative process D55 2 RIBRIZIT 4
DOBERBEDNH D, BEEROMERNREIEX % BB94 % Action process, &
EER O E BB 3 Reactional process, ZHEXDORECEEL kX
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HL) TRETD Speech process. BEEROEFHHRE(EEBRTS
Conversion process T 3,

BEEROFERSEER L 5 LOBRIL Conceptual process TR Eh
%, Conceptual process DF T, BEER L S LOLEHLBEGE BRI S
D7 Analytical process, # 7 Y / I —# H¥ 4 5 DM Classificational process,
BEBERDFEL DS D% BB T 3 DA Symbolic process T B,

AARFORITBE I LR, KKK & XK TFHIC Analytical process.
KRR E R[TFHROFEE DRI Classificational process BHERTE =, X
K[EHNIHEREDOEITHRRLER & 2 77T 7291 Action process bFIFA X
T35, RIREIZFIA STV EE2BREL Analytical process Th 5
7o, T H D Action process (%7 A F—i@FER & H|Wr L7,

R 5 FAFBORKTROBERESTOBRTH S, TRTOXLTH
T Analytical process & Classificational process BRI Eh T3 Z L5, B
AEORIATRIILSRIZHNHTHY, BOZBRE L2AAShL TV
WIZ ERDND, 2B, RPDoiIAVy—ifRE,. Ald~vA F—iBRETR
£

RS : RETFREAASH TV ERBEERD

Narrative Conceptual
Act. React. Speech Conv. | Analytic. | Classific. | Symbol.

RELE A O

HIHO O O
A O O
17 A O O
PE % O O
Heoe A O @)

KEORIATFHRIIBWTHRIFOBREOFIANAON:, £ 6 2R3
&, BARBORKTFHREFL L IICTRTOHMO XK FHRIC Analytical
process & Classificational process BFIHEINTNWB Z Lxb» b, £/, —
BOFHFHOXKZ TR~ A F—iflFR & LT Action process BFIH S T3
ZEbbhd,
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& 5.6 b, BAEOHELEBEOREL., MHAINTHSEREEN 2
DIZBEINTWNBE I LBb0nd, LEL, BABOHEICIF. §HOX
RE—MRICKRTRY 729, Classificational process BFIH SN TNBDIZHL
T, REOHEIIIHE TRRZRT 72 9HIC Analytical process 235 2T
WD RTENWEH S,

4.3 AR A & B8

*F AHY A 2 BEEEIZ BT 5 Interactive meaning 1X, HHET 7 XA b EEFNER
HANELDRBHIBEGE%EZ BB 4 5, Interactive meaning (% Contact, Social
distance. Attitude @ 3 DD RIFRFRIRN G725,

Contact IIB5BEROHRBRIZL > THEAIN S, HBRBERET /XA %2R
SAZENTHHIE, RAANCITEN 2K 2D Command, € 5 Thelifhid,
BIZEREZHREL L TV B 72T 0 Offer &£ 725, Social distance 13 /0 EREES B
B L. Social iR L LT, BEERLT 7 A M2 RB AL DLRERRE
BV EFRIR X g Intimate, KRS, BV & ARIR S uiiE Impersonal &
25, Attitude TIET 7 R M2 RAACKHT IS EEREOHEIZL-T, 7
JAMERBAABRET 7 A MNIBETEIEARVMKERINS, FlxIE,
BEBERENRRED ACESLTHIE, ZOT 72 MIRBAILEST TR
Teb®)] 77 A MeREN, BEERNRIACH L THDEZRmNTH
X, TOTI7AMIRBIAICEST HELD] T/ RAMEMREND
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(Kress and van Leeuwen, 2006: 148-149),

UL 3 DOBRPORRTRESTTDL, BAEBELEEORRTHT
NTIZBWTLTO LI RERERoT, () 77 A MZEBIRERTE R
WZEDL, REAFHRIIARTVWIHFIZITHZRD S Z L3, BioHER
EREEL TWB T TH B(Contact), (i) B+2EZ MM TE 513 L DIEHE
MHBTIZAPEEDRATWVWRED, A vE—UIFIHERMABTH 5 (Social
distance), (iii) #EZEFm»OEENBRZITNB Z 0D, KAILEHMSE
FEORE, »OFBNER L L THR S 5 (Attitude),

4.4 77 R MUK A & HiRB

WET 7 A NDT 7 A MR A ZBEEIX, BET 7 X b OBRRIZ A
b5, RET 7 X bO#AIL. Information value, Salience, Framing ¢ 3 -
DEIFFRRN GR35,

Information Value Tl 2 FEOBEEERICL > THET 7 2 FOBEBRfHT
21T, —2HIX Centered THY, F.LEADE THEIERENTVS
TELETRT, TOBE, POMIMNEMTONEZRET 7 X MIBELEER
BERLLTHERINS, ZoHiX Polarized T 5, Polarized i L& TF. A
CEIZRET 7 A MPRBEINTWAZ L CHE M EREATWAZ L %
F1, ZOHE, LIXIEER - R, TIEERES - EEHLEREh B,
WolE5 T, EXRE#R, AXHfE#RLE L THR &SN 5 Kress and van
Leeuwen, 2006: 179-193),

ULDBRNPORRATHEZBE TSI L. BABFORKTFHRIZT MBIz LH
A M(FhZHY), TRENANSEEN), ERXROEZTERTH(RER). A5
M E DRK[THREFRNEFHT DN TVWD, EHIC, RERICBWTIT,
AAFIERPLIEBINTVS, —FH T, ZEOXRKTHRITTICHEIC
Lo TRENDZDT, LIZFA MAGIERF), T EEHNEEERN)IL
BToN T, REHE FHBOEREBOMIBIITE 2doT-,

Salience IITRET 7 X b ML b3, HBET 7 X FOBI b,
TI7AMDERLED LOMEMHRKEICBAAVDER, EAOFELRY
(2 & o THRIE &4 B (Kress and van Leeuwen, 2006: 177), ~ DEEI O XK F
BWRHL, BARBOBEISADORKAERER., HEOBEEGIZZA e
HERRE)ICBEL bR H D L EZOND, AABEORLAFHTIE, 48D
RRERZEDOEBLFRICL > THRYVDIEL2ENHB =D, —ED
HAZROTDZ LN TERD o, —FTEFEOHEITIZ., #A bz 8
I _TTLIZEEB SN, ¢0bi 6 TIHELICERBILTWAZ R
Lholc, REHZRD &, IZLALTRTOFHTCLELEICEB SN
TWe, TORE—3BEEREO 30 —BLTWw53, DFY, #*
FEORITROBE. #4 MITHBRA»SBFE#RE LT, XERIiTHhE
HIFE# L L TR ShTna,
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BEI=Y FPHICED Q&A Y1 +
7Y FIRAERTEH & Yahoo! HIEED LB

Comparison of Q&A sites “@cosme: The Encyclopedia of
Beauty” and “Yahoo!Chiebukuro” through Rhetorical Unit
Analysis

H PaRE
Yayoi Tanaka
FRZR) || RS H BhRR A

Kanagawa University (Part Time Lecturer)

Abstract

Q&A sites have grown in their use and popularity. The aim of this study is to
examine similarities and differences between 2 Q&A sites, “@cosme: The
Encyclopedia of Beauty” and “Yahoo! Chiebukuro” through Rhetorical Unit
Analysis (RUA). The Rhetorical Unit Analysis is developed by Carmel Cloran under
the framework of Systemic Functional theory and is a discourse analysis tool
designed for identifying rhetorical function of messages as well as degrees of
de-contextualisation / contextualisation of texts. The result indicates that the 2 sites
have similarities in the rhetorical function while there are some differences. The
findings of this study conclude that general features and their characteristics of Q&A
sites could be identified using the RUA.

1. IXC®iC

AVE—Fy bR Lizalia=sr—ya idEs RFBEBRH D, PT
b, =YX NAT 4T EWbNIh5, 717 SNS (Social Networking Service),
7FaItA b, QA YA MR EDFABBEAIZR-TEY ., HHbiThh
TW3, BlxiE QA YA MZOWT, BELMROFEIZL > THMZ A
TER5GETH b O(ZH - ), 2008), FHREE - SFAERICHETDI L
D(ZEIL - #4FH, 2009), factoid ! —non-factoid B4 H A B RIGE S~ A T LTI
R4 AHFFE(AATIED, 2008), ERMEDOSIHORFEELEZRINTS HO@EP
2010)2 XD D, QXA YA MIMFBRZEDHZD—D>THH N, MFEED
BEE DN T D HIED 1 DI, EEFF= = v F5rPi(Rhetorical Unit Analysis LA
T RUADRH Y, (EFFHEEE L RURMLDOBREEZ D Z LN TE D, HEEICE
WTIIBFRER, £ L BRIORFFE 05 IZIE A & (Cloran, 1999), %1
WMEEODHCAHRRREALZEX DN TS, AAREICEM LT
{EBF(2010b), £5F - /INEQROID 2 ERH B HODET A, EH HIiX RUA
% Q&A VA MIHERA L., BXIRMLOBE 600 LRETT 2382 D T
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WA(HP - E£8F, 2011a; HH - £5F, 2011b; H - £5F, 2011c; ES - {£8F,
2011d; M, 2011), BlxiE. MYahoo! ML) 2B W T, BMXIRMILOBREDE
WERIHLEWERE TH D Z Lo, HF & RIZ DB LDOFEEE DB
JEM Y DFSZIX, 3 2DFA THRHBZ LR EBALNIIR>TWAH(H
B (285, 2011d; H, 2011), LA L., 458 Yahoo! IER DA TH S
T e D, Yahoo! HERDORHE TH B H, Q&A WA MIILET 2 RFEHik.
AL NITR > TWRYY, AIFFETiX, RUA ZFAWVWT2 20 Q&A V1 FDE
MfEE S L, HlA - HEROFEEHERTHZ LICL > T, Q&A ¥4
FOERMICEBRT A HXARMEORBERA LI TR L EBIC, P hTED
REEHETI L ANL T 5, LUT.2 THMFES TOMEREER,
4 TELDLEBROBEEIRRS,

2. otk
2.1. RUA ¢iX

RUA 1%, BREZMESEHEBICBITIAREIITFED 1| 5T, BFE
FEDIHE B LIZ Cloran (1994)DMBR LI b D TH B, BEEHEE, PREER,
BRBEMD I D% A vE—VHEMNTREL CTEFBELEEL., TOBEL
LCRXARMEDORBREZMD Z LN TE B, £ 11X, EEFQOI0b)DIEEEHRERED
BERIZH IR ELIRIEOBEDRD LH) 2 EbETRLELDT
»H5b,

1 : ERHRE & BSUIRILE S

FREEHLHE
Y
" BRENMN
= BiE *3¥k
| [EER| EEG | B g F | 0E
L Zush| - faA R | e
o] [07] ' [04]
wiw| B | 48 %)z] o | 3 | BtE :b%[(i)s?sjﬁ [06]
£t “® [13]
2| wost | wa |oonm| L3 S .
- w | Lo [wwsms| S el

Th/a. 1EE% 7 L
HREMBIKAD R HIMEFERRED S
[ 1PN ORI HE

BESCARIEAEET & 1, here(RFEMHIR) & DBFTRI R EEEEDRRE(FER) &,
now(FFERFR) & OB 2 EMOBRE@EBEMIWC L > TEV L O B
WHDE TEFBEEEZ R IR LEBEORE T, 1 025 14X THD, XN
LB OKER K E W E DIE EBSIIRMIEDRRE R & < —fixdy - LABT, /h
SNLDIFEEBIAMEOBRENMES AN BENTHDZ L 27T, BB,

46



M ME§E2 =y PAHICED QRA YA b7 v b R AEFHHME Yahoo! Z K O Lk

Cloran (199 ESEPRCARILEFE LY [—RLINT-EFROBER - HAH
RITEIORBICOWTRERT B EE). XMLEESY WERRRICEET D
BEREOBREDOITEIRKRIRICHOWTRETAEEE ¢T3,

22. HFrxte

SR, 7FaIVAL b [Ty baxAt] AOQA a—F— [HAR
T2<K % ! @cosme ERFH | OHMCLT., 7y baxA)e, [HARBAE
EX S a— R JEBNART — # (2009 4 EEHK) Yahoo! Z1FEAR N /A
73Y TaxA {efEsh) OERBEAT, ZERT, FUoFAIIEREN 110
b BRI,

23. SHFEIRE

S OFIEIL, O BOA v E—C~DET AL T—ay @Ay
TV ORBEORE. ORFHIEORE, OPKERORE, OHKENMD
RE., OEFFEEDRTE L XIRMLIEHOMR, THDH, ObB®ICL->T
FEEhHsEE, PEER, RREMIBEIANE, ZhbofBsabiizt»
TODIEFEHSEE & BSURLIE BN £ 5,

231, AoE—V~DEIALVF— gy

Aot—TF, FAIELTHEL, BREICE-TEZ AV 2T, (1)
D E IR 1 2OBPAITIT 1 DDA v E—J 2T 5,

() BB ERE~NTL,

Fl, QDEHI, BE -EBEBA) 74 7L 1 ODAyE—VLT
5,

2 BiFXH!

WRERDS 2 2HBFBAICIEA v =D 22T, )T, MREIKEL—
BCRWELT) & IRFER L) BAvE—VTHS,

(3) MERRKEL—HBVWE LTRFEEX LT,

@0 1588z OX5REBDIARBIZIA vy E—V LRERT, 2(4T1
DDA yE—T LT B,

4 S HB-BEICE,. ETHREILE,
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BEZE0HAICIE. 282 A v -V LEBEEL. BREEHESITT S,
G)TIX TAZZ2BI>DZ2ENE], OTIE TZ0EE2 b2 BB 2ITEM
o] BERYUT B,

(5) BN TABZBEIDEEhE] ¢E-7,
6) ZDERZHLSLELLBAEEIMhoTmEBol,

DD X D IZHEHEGNCEH R EEH 554813, [RITETEME TIT-TY
HETFERICR VX /=] D2 2%BET S,

(7) AT TREMEE TT > THIFERICR V2 f LBV,

iz, BJIM01D)AE/ L TV D L DIz, BEEENTE R AW EAIT.
ML L7 Ay E—VIZBRBELRY, @)D (W), 9D ITE-H],
(10D TES>50nxid) A v E—VLRBERET. TP RREWZIT
BHETLEL Y, ICEELEIHEHIZITERV.) 2202 I T<R
DA, D1 2DRA yE—IThDB,

®) HRELVZITHBETLL S,
©) T7bEDBEMIIITE R,
(10) 23VRED 3T CRDAR,

23.2. A vE—CoOBREOKEE

KIZ A v =V ORBEERET 5. A viE—Ik, (LB positioning)
(B M free] 3R bound] DWFMZHEEL., EHic MER) X MK
EORATER] & TR ; BXORER) o T 5, MILERT] 1%, BiHEDQ)
DI, BE -BRE - 74 T7—R¥, BEE2EERVEDOHRICL-TH
BEINDbDTHD, [HE] [T L THHRCL— FREE2EDLTLOTH
%5, R 322U EDA v E—UREENDHEED THH] TIXRVESY
ThHd, PR ; BERAOER) 1L, RT3 A v E—UOWRREEHR - BT -
FHA - FREEZHATIL0T, KBLTWEIRA vy E—CD—HEE X 3,
MR ; BXWER) X, BFHRIRCONET, BTH A vy Ee— IO
IZERTFT 508, BRI FIOBEBRTHEI LD THS, RUA TiX, 2hb
DO LD (BH) & TE; BRWER] 2oV T, EFBEDRELZITS,
B D). @). 5). 6). (D). B). (9). (10)ix THH] THh 3,

GE. GCIIRLIZEIITa bl bD2OoDAyE—URHY, (3)aik [#
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R FEXRERL. )b ik TEMH) Tho,
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Exploring Identity Negotiation
in an Online Community

Patrick Kiernan
Meiji University

Abstract

This paper explores the linguistic resources used in negotiating identity in an online
community of cyclists. I take the position that identities are not fixed, defining
features of an individual but rather facets of individuals or communities which are
continually negotiated through verbal interaction. The question explored in this
paper is: What kind of linguistic resources make such negotiation of identities
possible? To answer this, I focus on referents (to self and others) including pronouns,
synonyms, adjectival and other modifications and narrative evocations of individuals
and of the community. The data used to answer this question consist of postings on
an English language online forum for cyclists in Japan where both the identity of
individuals and the community are continually negotiated. The approach is informed
by Hallidean genre theory (Martin and Rose, 2008) and Appraisal Theory (Don,
2007; Martin and White, 2005). It also draws on Wenger’s notion of “communities
of practice” (Wenger, 1999) and “positioning theory” (Harré and Langenhove,
1999).

1. Introduction

The Internet has increasingly become an arena for the expression of identity,
particularly the clustering together of shared identities through social networking
tools like Facebook and Twitter and discussion forums of all kinds. Such resources
not only allow for networking among individuals who are physically far apart on a
large scale but also offer opportunities for negotiating both individual and shared
identities among communities with specialized interests. This paper explores the
kind of identity resources available to forum users, focusing on one such
community.

1.1 Identity negotiation and communities

At first sight, identity sounds like something fixed. Identity defines who you are.
However, while you cannot actually become another person the social and
psychological reality of who you are or who other people are is continually
displayed, negotiated, asserted, denied, and modified in social situations. Moreover,
the identity which individuals claim for themselves may vary from one context to
another. At an academic conference, a presenter will play out the role of a researcher
closely associated with a particular research project. At home, after the conference,
quite different identities may be uppermost such as parent or spouse or an identity
based on some personal interest. It is just such a personal interest that is the focal
concern for the community whose identity negotiation is explored here, a
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community of cyclists.

It may sound odd to non-cyclists that people who ride bicycles can be seen as a
community at all, as people who ride the train, drive a car or walk seem to have no
such community. Although riding bicycles is a common form of transportation in
Tokyo as elsewhere, a cyclist, by definition, is someone who rides a bicycle for its
own sake rather than simply as a means of transportation. More importantly, cycling
evokes a passion among enthusiasts. As one commentator explained, it sometimes
“obsesses people” (Bathurst, 2011: x) with the consequence that cycling
communities are rich sites for observing identity work. The obsessive nature of
cycling among enthusiasts is nicely captured in books such as Roadie (Smith, 2008),
On Bicycles (Walker, 2011) and Bike Snob (BikeSnobNYC, 2010).

Such books help to define cyclists as a community but also highlight
subcultural communities within the cycling community including road racers, track
racers, triathletes, commuters, touring cyclists and fixed-gear street riders. Besides
shared passions, these subcultural communities have shared values and a shared
body of knowledge. This is not to say that every member will have the same
knowledge and values, though among core members one would expect considerable
overlap. The way individuals are positioned or position themselves in relation to the
community defines their individual identities. The way that identities are negotiated
through positioning has been extensively described by Harré and colleagues (Davies
and Harré, 1990; Harré and Langenhove, 1999; Harré and Moghaddam, 2003). As
Harré and Langenhove explain, “The concept of positioning can be seen as a
dynamic alternative to the more static concept of role.” Although, my focus will be
specifically on cyclists much of what I observe about identity and community can
doubtless be extrapolated to other communities and sources of identity.

1.2 Intimate and imagined communities

Communities of cyclists (or any other collective group) may be said to consist of
two kinds which I will call intimate and imaginary. The intimate community
consists of other cyclists one knows personally. Most typically, these will be cyclists
with whom one rides or against whom one competes. Such communities are not
simply a group of individuals who do the same thing but have a structure and
dynamic recognized by its members. Some members will be more central, perhaps
leaders of the group and others more peripheral. Core members, we can imagine, are
likely to be more active cyclists in the community but also more experienced and
hence probably more skilled and more knowledgeable about cycling. Considered in
terms of Bourdieu’s (1986) notion of cultural capital one might say that within the
cycling community there are many kinds of capital which would include knowledge
and experience but also strength and skills as a rider, mechanic, coach and so forth.
The periphery would typically be less experienced or newer members who learn
from the group. The structure and dynamics of communities has been described in a
way pertinent here by Lave and Wenger (Lave and Wenger, 1991; Wenger, 1999)
with reference to groups of learners. Lave and Wenger’s communities of practice
model is based on the idea that identities within a community are constantly
changing as beginners learn from more experienced members (rather like the
conceptual relation between kohai (junior) and senpai (senior) in Japanese). Online
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communities like the one described here are particularly fluid because there are no
official roles such as Club President or Secretary as there are in traditional clubs.
Even regular club runs have been replaced by extempore arrangements led by
whoever wishes to do so.

The imagined community refers to other individuals who one does not know
personally but imagine (and indeed believe) to exist. The imaginary community of
cyclists consists of a much wider group of cyclists whom one does not know
personally but who are perceived to share the same culture. I borrow the term
“imagined community” from Anderson (1991) who used it to refer to the community
to which members of nation state belong, consisting mostly of people one does not
know but with whom one supposedly shares living experience and cultural beliefs.
Just as a newspapers and television may serve to galvanize a nation, cycling media
such as magazines and broadcasts of professional cycling are focal to the imagined
community of cyclists. Such online media relating to cycling are often linked
directly to forum posts for comment. The forum itself may be seen as a community
extending from an intimate group of cyclists who spend a considerable amount of
time together offline, including a broader community of primarily online
participants but also extending to a much wider community of cyclists around the
world who may view the posts from time to time. The fact that the forum is
viewable by anyone with an internet connection means that there is a large virtual
community of unregistered viewers that correspond closely with Anderson’s notion
of an imagined community.

1.3 Researching online forums
Forums provide a meeting place for sharing knowledge and experience about
cycling but also for expressing and negotiating identities. They also form an
interface between intimate and imagined communities since participants may
monitor forums anonymously at the periphery or engage actively with others, even
arranging rides with hitherto unknown members. Even among intimate members of
the community, forums are an important arena where identities are established,
negotiated and played out, though the cycling related activities in the world outside
the forum may be the place where identity claims are established. Forums are
therefore a particularly rich site for exploring the relation between language and
identity.

The resources available for identity work vary from context to context. A face
to face chat about cycling is very different from raising the same issues in a
published article. Online forums are an emerging discourse context which offers a
new mode of communication which is written and not face-to-face but very
interpersonal. Forums are not only interesting emerging social contexts for exploring
the negotiation of identity but also constituted by an array of communicative
resources such as links and smilies, photographs and video. These multimodal
resources enrich the possibilities for self-expression while offering challenging texts
for linguistic researchers to explore.

The framework I use for exploring the language of identity negotiation in the
forum incorporates a range of resources from the use of pronouns to narrative. The
data derive from an online English forum for cyclists in Japan, most of whom are
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foreigners living in Japan. I chose this data source for the following reasons: (1)
Interest: online forums are an emerging form of personal and group identity and this
particular forum represented a (very active) hub of communication for a cycle club.
Not only did it replace the organization of traditional cycle clubs but it allowed for
discussion and consultation on a wide range of cycling related matters. (2)
Convenience: the data which constitute this social context is relatively
self-contained on the website; it is plentiful, already in digital form, and organized in
a way that makes it easy for the researcher to explore. (3) Continuity: this study
continues my exploration of the relation between language and identity (Kiernan,
2011). It is also a deliberate continuation of the cycling theme of the previous study
where [ explored the ways in which Mark Cavendish, a British professional cyclist,
negotiated his public identity in the context of media interviews. Although not
having the exposure of Cavendish (current world road race champion, winner of
numerous Tour de France stages, and winner of the British Sports Personality of the
year award in 2011), contributors to the forum nevertheless negotiate public
identities as cyclists. The posts of forum participants are openly displayed on the
Internet and read by an audience of (registered) contributors and other
(non-registered) followers (as can be seen by information about online users
displayed on the site). In the previous study, I focused on three narrative accounts of
the same event. Here, I work with a “snapshot” in order to describe the range of
resources used by participants to flag or negotiate their identity. These resources
range from pronouns, though synonyms, adjectival and other modifications and
narrative evocations of individuals and of the community.

2. Situating identity within SFL

Describing the negotiation of identity partially overlaps with the work that has been
done in Appraisal theory (Martin and White, 2005), since identity negotiation
involves evaluation of the self and others and Appraisal handles evaluation in
general. Accordingly, some researchers have found Appraisal useful for exploring
identity within an SFL framework. Don (2007), for example, draws on Appraisal in
her analysis of identity in contributions to an email list. Taking a genre-based
approach which focuses on social interaction in the list, she demonstrates the
usefulness of Appraisal in the representation of social actors. Dykes (2011) has also
brought Appraisal into his analyses of textual identity in parental advice columns.
He shows how the readers of such columns are positioned by the writer through
evaluation while exploiting other generic resources, allowing the columnist to claim
a position of authority. Elsewhere (Kiernan, 2010), I have proposed that Appraisal is
useful for analysing evaluation in narratives concerned with identity and thus
particularly useful to a narrative approach to identity. Nevertheless, my concern here
is not to apply the Appraisal model to identity research but rather to explore the
possibilities for a Systemic Functional description of identity resources.

In terms of the Hallidean description of language as a whole, Martin and White
(2005: 30) explain that Appraisal occupies an area which is concerned with the
interpersonal realm of tenor at the language strata of discourse semantics. In this
paper too, tenor is a key resource in identity negotiation. I am also concerned
principally with discourse semantics but begin in the lexico-grammatical strata and
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work up from there.

3. Data selection

As noted above, the data source for the analysis was an online cycling forum which
was chosen for interest, convenience and to form a continuity in my research
program. Although contributors must register, the forum is open to the public and
one function of the site is to build a searchable resource of information on cycling
related matters. Contributors use handle names to protect their privacy and
confidential matters or personal communications are handled through private
messaging which cannot be viewed by other users. As is generally the case with SFL
work, the analysis is of a theoretical linguistic nature rather than ethnographical or
ethnolinguistic because I am concerned not with the identities expressed but rather
with the linguistic resources employed to negotiate identities. Nevertheless, as I use
some direct quotations from the data for illustrative purposes, I have used
pseudonyms for both handle names and real names where they occur. I took the
courtesy step of informing the website owners of my project, though it would be
impractical to obtain permission from the large number of forum participants
individually as it would be with other forms of online data such as news sites,
advertising, literature or educational materials which have long been used on
corpora and SFL textual analysis. While some researchers may prefer to avoid data
where signed permissions are not forthcoming, a rigid conformance to this
convention may effectively mean that many current forms of communication cannot
be explored and ultimately that descriptions of language will become either obsolete
due to an avoidance of attending to the evolving conventions of online
communications; or artificial as a result of relying on laboratory simulations. This is
not to say that ethical concerns should be overlooked, rather I believe that
researchers should act responsibly which may mean that some data needs treating
with considerable discretion (such as confidential or copyright material), while other
material may deserve critical analysis (such as public declarations by heads of state).
I trust that readers will find the examples [ have used to illustrate this project of a
relatively unobtrusive nature without being overly mundane.

The cycling website where the forum resides includes a number of features
such as a photo gallery, classified ads page and links, but most used and appearing in
the centre of the main page is the forum itself. The forum is very active with daily
contributions from a wide range of participants on a number of topics. All
contributions to the forum consist of posts which are organised into threads.
Contributors can either add a post to an existing thread or start a new one. The top
page shows 25 threads in order of the thread with the most recent post.

When starting a new thread the first person posting needs to decide on the
thread title as well as choose from one of ten topic forum types which are divided
into four categories: General (1,799), Tours and Races (748), Bicycle technology
(144) and Updates and Feedback (57). The numbers in parentheses represent the
total number of threads in each forum at the time the project was conducted. Initial
posts are usually questions or information or links calling for comment. Subsequent
posts respond to previous ones or the initial one and may include quotations (from
other posts), links to online articles, YouTube clips, images, maps or ride data

63



JASFL Proceedings Vol.6 2012

uploaded from cycle computers and, of course, text which can be punctuated with
smilies which appear as emoticons in text format. All of these allow for a high
context communication, which while lacking many features of face-to-face
communication also has many advantages over it due to the use of links and
moreover remains as a permanent resource so that users who encounter problems
similar to those discussed can learn from it. Despite the conversational format of
forums the “conversations” are effectively broadcast to a wide audience and take on
a relatively permanent existence on the website, perhaps lending some permanence
to the identities expressed. Replacing the physical presence of the contributor is a
profile which appears automatically beside each post.

The profile is prepared during sign-up and consists of a handle name, a rank
(junior cyclist, cyclist, senior cyclist, or directeur), a flag to represent nationality and
a location. Members can also upload a picture as an avatar. In addition, the date of
joining and number of posts to date are displayed automatically. Besides the profile,
a signature section allows for further personalised customisation. The signature
space was usually used for quotations or personal mottos, small graphics or personal
blog links but was also used to link to classified ads to highlight equipment for sale.
The overall layout of the post is illustrated in Figure 1. Although, little reference was
made to these profiles they could be said to constitute the very face of one’s online
identity. However, they only become relevant to identity negotiation when they
come in for comment. This was rare but examples include congratulations to a
member who reached his thousandth post and a comment on an avatar which
showed a steep hairpin bed on a thread discussing whether going uphill or downhill
was the most enjoyable. An example of a signature quotation was: “Don’t buy
upgrades, ride up grades™. This quote neatly alludes to the obsession with improving
equipment in cycling compared with the importance of training hard by riding up
steep inclines, positioning the member as more concerned with training than
equipment.

On the front page of the forum, the handle name and date of posting for the first
and last post are also shown, together with the thread title, number of posts and the
number of times the thread has been viewed. Members signing onto the forum are
also reminded of when they last logged on and how many posts have been made
since their last visit as well as being alerted to any personal messages. Moreover,
handle names of all logged in members are displayed as well as a number showing
how many non-members are viewing the site. At the time of data collection there
were 2,748 threads which contained far too many posts for this preliminary study so
I decided to work with a snapshot of the data.
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Date, year, time Title of post
Handle name

“[optional] quotation from previous message where
Rank (junior cyclist, posters are replying to a specific comment”
cyclist, senior cyclist,
or directeur)
Message (may include links, photographs and animated
Avatar (self, bike or smilies)

picture related to
handle name etc...)

Joined: Month, year

Location: city

Signature:
Posts (total number of | favourite (cycling related) quotation or motto, logo,
posts to date) homepage link etc.

Figure 1: A diagram illustrating the layout of a post

3.1 The snapshot

In order to keep resources manageable, I decided to work on describing and
analysing a clearly defined portion of the forum. I picked a date and time and
recorded all threads displayed on the front page at that moment. The disadvantage of
this was that, like stopping a rolling video camera in the middle of a party, the
threads were almost all unfinished, although they included all posts up to that point
in time. Either waiting to follow through threads to their end or attempting to select
a range of completed threads might have made for more rounded or balanced data
however it was a relatively natural choice in the sense that it was exactly what
someone entering the forum for the first time at that moment would have seen. More
importantly, it provided a reasonable variety and quantity of data Table 1 is a
numerical overview of the data snapshot.

Table 1: A summary of snapshot of the data used for this paper taken on Mon Sept 5,
2011 (at 15:00)

Threads in snapshot (on forum) 23 (2748)
Total posts 295

Total words 29,850
Average words per post 102

Max posts per thread (number of words) 47 (6,661 words)
Min posts per thread (number of words) 1 (24 words)

A numerical comparison of the threads in the snapshot is also indicative of generic
differences in the individual threads and, more importantly here, the kind of identity
work available to participants. The thread with the most posts (47) began with a link
to a press article about the practice of riding track bikes on the road without fitting
them with brakes. Although riding a bicycle without brakes sounds dangerous, riders
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who are able to lock the fixed wheel of a track bike with their feet can stop—a
technique known as a “skid-stop”. Comments on the article led to a discussion of
skid-stops and more generally onto a debate over merits of single-fixed-wheel
versus multiple-gear bikes creating a divide between those who favoured fixed and
those who favoured muitiple. The length of the thread reflected the divisiveness of
the topic which stirred personal feelings closely aligned with the participants’ senses
of identity as a cyclist (fixed gear riders versus multiple gear riders).

In contrast to this divisive topic, the report of an accident involving a taxi (36
posts) drew together well wishers and sympathetic criticisms of dangerous taxi
drivers. The thread with the next largest number of posts (24) was concerned with
the organisation of an ambitious ride over several of the toughest mountain roads
west of Tokyo, beginning with invitations and commitments to participate (including
assessments of ability to successfully complete the ride) and would later conclude
with reports and pictures.

The ranking, however, looks very different when words per thread and average
words per post are considered. By contrast, these measurements highlight a technical
thread concerned with how to replace a broken spoke. Unlike the other threads
mentioned, the broken spoke thread was a detailed technical discussion among
experts which included photographs, video and links to manufacturers’ manuals. The
lengthy descriptions contrasted with the brief goodwill messages to the taxi accident
victim and brief commitments or apologies regarding participating in the group ride.
The writers on all topics were generally the same though the technical discussion
had a much smaller pool of contributors. Since the topic seems to influence such
crude features as average words per post, topic type may also influence generic
patterns within the forum with accident threads, technical threads and ride
plan/report threads possibly constituting three sub-genres within this forum. The
topic of the thread also affects the kind of identity work possible. Technical forums,
for example, created opportunities to position participants as experts through display
of technical knowledge but less room for other kinds of identity negotiation such as
the positioning of oneself within a group of friends through a planned group ride or
expressing one’s allegiance or otherwise to brakeless fixies. The generic realisation
of identity negotiation is a worthwhile area for exploration. In addition, mapping the
relative contributions between core and peripheral contributors to the forum would
be an interesting way of developing the idea of the forum as a community of
practice as empirical research. For the remainder of this paper, though, I will focus
on a level of description of identity resources which might usefully form the
groundwork for such studies. I look at the specific linguistic resources through
which contributors can position the self.

4. Resources for identity negotiation
Membership of the forum and the use of a profile including the avatar and handle
name provide forum participants with a basic identity. However, contributions on the
forum flesh out these identities by drawing on resources which range from selective
use of pronouns through to narratives. In this section, I describe the range of
resources based on an analysis of the snapshot from the forum.

The most basic unit for signalling identity is the name. Although the choice of
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handlename is a kind of identity choice, once chosen it is permanent and so not a
resource for identity negotiation. Instead, users who knew each other offline (usually
through riding together) as well as through the forum had a choice between using
handlenames and real first names. Accordingly, the widespread use of first names on
the forum was a way of signalling the (more intimate) offline relationship.
Occasionally, newer participants who had not established this offline relationship
concluded their post with their first name, perhaps so that they too could move onto
first name terms. This distinction was less clear where handlenames consisted of or
incorporated first names (e.g. Fred31) which could be readily used. In this forum the
use of handlenames was therefore the default polite form, whereas first name use
signalled intimacy.

— SELF
| self (singular) fied
— specite
self (me and others, not you) —{__ P ]
unspecified
—YOU
------ only .
you and me_L and others specified
you and others (not me) unspecified
specified
you only
~ unspecified
specified
‘—OTHERS __other —__ unspecified

_l;thers . specified
g unspecified

Figure 2: A diagram indicating the range of positionings of self in relation to others

As in other social contexts, the use of pronouns provided an important resource
for the signalling of identity. In English, pronouns allow a distinction between self,
addressee and other (first, second and third person). In addition, plural forms allow
for inclusion of others associated with the self, addressee and other. Yet the English
pronoun system is ambivalent when it comes to defining who is included in the
others. From the perspective of positioning, participants in the forum instead seemed
to be drawing on a semantic framework of the kind illustrated in Figure 2, whereby
there is not only a distinction between self, addressee and others but also between
whether the implied others were specified individuals or not. In the context of the
forum data, the cases where specified individuals were signalled they were members
of the forum (or identified individuals such as family members), or what I have
called the “intimate community”. In contrast, the unspecified references implied
imagined communities such as “taxi drivers” or “riders of fixed bicycles” in general.
Notably, this model does not map neatly onto the pronoun system as both “self (me
and others, not you)” and “you and me” are designated by we/us, while “other” must
be either he/him or she/her. Despite this, while there were cases where more than
one reading seemed to be possible, the position was generally clear from the context.

Besides pronouns, another strategy used for identifying these positionings was
alternative nouns which were often evaluative terms in themselves. Some examples
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from the data include a-holes, badasses, biker, cops, cyclists, drivers, gaijin, gal, guy,
idiots, kids, LBS (local bike shop), newbie (sometimes “noob”), pedestrians, people,
riders, snoozers, wannabes, yahoos, and zombies. A slightly more overt way of
evaluating referents was through the use of adjectives or noun phrases. Expressions
such as “non-experienced rider”, “really strong guys” are examples as is “breakaway
Charlies” an expression coined by one participant to describe riders who escape
from the group when they feel energetic but return for cover when they tire. It is
notable that in using such expressions, contributors are able to evoke evaluations
without leaving the evaluation of these identities open for debate. Notably in one
discussion though, evaluations evoked by one contributor were drawn into question.
In this case, the positioning was refuted using an explicit topic-comment sentence:
“[you were] the guy that kept surging forward and pushing the pace”. Finally, the
most complex and detailed resources for positioning and negotiating identities were
narratives. Taken together, the resources for representing identity can thus be
summarised as forming a continuum from the use of names though to narrative as
indicated in Figure 3. As the figure indicates, the more complex the resource
becomes, the more potential there is for negotiating identity.

FORM EXAMPLE

Personal nouns EasyRider, Tony
(handle names/ real

names)

unevaluated

Pronouns I, you, we, they ...
Alternative noun newbie, geek,
(synonym?)

Noun phrase (adjtnoun non-experienced rider,

etc...) really strong guys,
Comment (actor {you werejthe guy that kept
evaluated) surging forward and upping the
pace ... Evaluated
Narrative

Figure 3: A summary of resources used for negotiating identity

Among the narratives there were conventional anecdotes about the contributor
or some other person or persons but also some more condensed narratives which

appeared as a series of follow-up stories on the theme of first time rides with the
club.

(1) “I think with P’s first ride with me and the XCC he got hammered out
pretty well”

(2) “T was given up for dead on his first XCC ride and we even had to layout
[sic] boyscout trail markers for him! (that still makes me laugh!)”
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(3) “My first ride with XCC they showed me this thing called a mountain and
made me bloody well ride up it.... In fact several of them. Never seen such a
thing on the crit stages in the UK and I came home all beat up....but a bloody
big grin on my face and out on the bike the following day.”

Stories (1) and (2) were picked up on by the riders involved and elaborated,
allowing them to put a quite different spin on their identity. In all three examples, it
is notable that the action of the narratives is cut almost completely for the sake of the
evaluation which is also cumulative across the three narratives. All three riders
experienced “getting hammered out”, being “given up for dead” or coming home
“all beat up” but in concluding the narrative with the “bloody big grin” and “out on
my bike the next day” he asserts a positive attitude to the rides that these members
supposedly share which indeed is a recurring theme across the forum. As these were
the only examples of condensed narratives in the data snapshot, I can only
tentatively separate them from fuller narratives.

The following is an example of a fuller narrative with the stages of the narrative
marked in square brackets. The first comment is not strictly part of the narrative but
serves to establish the relevance of the story.

[relevance] Great article, it really puts things in perspective.

[abstract] I haven't done too many XCC group rides but I felt my first ride
was like the bad example.

[orientation] There were 2 really strong guys and 2 newbies (myself and one
other).

[complicating action] The Leaders set a pace of 3540 km/h and we soon
dropped the 4 man because he was riding on 20's.

[resolution ] It was really difficult for me and I was so winded when I got
back home.

[evaluation] I learned nothing and I felt like I was just beat up.

Notably unlike the previous narratives this has a decidedly negative final evaluation.
Perhaps for this reason it was challenged by other riders who had participated in the
same ride offering quite different accounts of the ride as follows:

... is this a reference to the ride [summary of route follows] at the beginning
of the year? If so, respectfully, you were the guy that kept surging forward and
upping the pace every time you got in front. I did my best to hold the group
together by keeping a nice steady pace that we could all maintain.

This narrative effectively serves to defend the narrator’s leading of the ride, offering
a quite different account of the same ride. Interestingly, this reappraisal "was
supported by another participant with the comment:

I'm glad I'm not the only one who remembered it that way. Was having a bit of
a Rashomon moment...
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Like Kurosawa’s famous movie Rashomon (¥4FH), events experienced by one
person can appear very different from someone else’s perspective. However,
personal narratives of an event offer an opportunity for others to share in these
different perspectives and, as happened in ensuing posts, resolve differences of
opinion. On this forum, reports of rides and races, often conclude with the varied
accounts of riders and their different experiences of the day, each contributing to a
sense of individual identity as well as that of the forum as a whole. The linguistic
resources available for contributors to do this begin with the relatively subtle choice
of naming and use of pronouns but build up to the way narratives are structured and
evaluated.

S. Conclusion

In this paper, I have explored resources for negotiating identity within the context of
an online forum. The description is one specific to the communicative resources
available to this particular forum. Nevertheless, it is one which incorporates a range
of resources typical of those available to online users in other contexts. The use of
links including online ride data, Google and other mapping systems and YouTube
are indicative of a form of communication deeply integrated with technology. The
absence of face-to-face contact means that it is disembodied in one sense but the
technical resources enable a form of communication which is rich in another sense.
Links allow the sharing of concrete references such as online articles or technical
demonstrations in a way which is in a sense richer than a conversation where an
article or an observation of a professional mechanic’s way of working can only be
alluded to in a general way. In such cases, one might say that what is lost in terms of
the interpersonal is made up for by ideational (or at least informational) richness.
Even so, interpersonal communications was of primary importance in this forum
even, though less obviously, where the focus is on technical (and therefore
ideational) content. The forum is a place where identities are played out or
negotiated and where a range of linguistic resources are available for signalling and
negotiating both personal identities and the identity of the community or parts of it.
In this paper, I have focused on linguistic resources per se, although the resources in
terms of pictures video or even the maps and ride data have a role to play too. The
integration of such resources into a more multimodal description of language is an
area that would benefit from further research drawing on the literature on
multimodality (e.g. Kress and Van Leeuwen, 2001; Levine and Scollon, 2004). In
addition future research might look more generally at the genres and sub-genres of
online forums within the context of genre theory rather than simply as a source for
exploring identity resources. From the point of view of exploring identity resources,
I have suggested that resources can broadly be classified on a scale with minimal
resources such as pronoun use at one end and narratives at the other. This proposed
model would benefit from further refinement across a range of text types, including
both online and offline material. Finally, in exploring identity in language use in this
cycling forum, this paper has highlighted the relationship between language,
communication and community. As such, it indicates a possible way forward for the
exploration of community dynamics, providing potential empirical validation for
theoretical models such as the Communities of Practice model (Barton and Tusting,
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2005; Wenger, 1999).
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Abstract

This study examines how the writer's argumentative stance in newspaper articles can
be revealed in the process of rejoinder, whose extent can be a measure of the
argumentative nature of a newspaper article. Opinion articles in a newspaper feature
both crucial information concerning the issue treated in the article and the writer's
view on it, making it difficult for the reader to regard them as argumentative texts
because they may seem to lack the relevant journalistic key of commentator voice as
defined by Martin and White (2005). This impression is particularly strong when the
text is devoid of evaluative terms of social esteem and social sanction. But its
argumentative nature is characterizable through conversational moves, especially
that of rejoinder (Eggins and Slade, 1997). In a rejoinder move, the rejoinder
involves accumulating evidence in the form of studies, official records, various
authorities rather than showing a logical contradiction. In other words, evidence
consists of factual data such as statistical figures or track records of a certain
measure or policy which contradict the expectations naturally associated with the
elements of crucial contextual configurations. Since rejoinder is nothing like a
categorical refutation, the reader largely finds it dissociated from highly-charged
argumentative tones.

1. Intreduction: Op-ed and public debate

When we read newspaper articles, some of them, not presented as opinion pieces,
none the less, strike us as opinionated. This impression of a newspaper article being
opinionated does not only come from explicit expressions of certain discourse
semantic categories but also from how it participates in the debate surrounding the
issue it is addressing. As a representative of opinionated newspaper articles, we may
be allowed to name ‘op-ed’, which is defined as “Of or being a newspaper page,
usually opposite the editorial page, that features signed articles expressing personal
viewpoints.” (American Heritage Dictionary). Although we are not exclusively
concerned with articles appearing in the op-ed section, op-ed articles seem to
embody what we understand as expression of one’s opinion in the newspaper.

The OpEd Project, social venture aiming to increase the number of women
thought leaders by “scouting and training under-represented experts to take thought
leadership positions in their fields (through op-eds and much more)”, takes the
following view of exchange of ideas in the newspaper:

At The OpEd Project, we define op-ed expansively. Op-ed offers a

metaphor for thought leadership, a front door into the marketplace of ideas
and public conversation (and thus a strategy for change), and a metric for
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measuring our concrete results through your results
(www.theopedproject.org)

Here op-eds are taken to participate in the dynamics of creating public opinions in
society. The OpEd Project cites the importance of participating in a public debate
as one of the components of a successful proposal of an op-ed, the other being a
contribution of the author’s knowledge to it. Although this notion of public debate is
not further elaborated by the project, its connection with Martin and White’s
dialogistic perspective on textual development in which stances are promoted using
a negotiatory devise (engagement) in the interaction between writer and reader is
obvious. From SFL’s viewpoint of language as social semiotic, it is natural to
assume that the “public conversation” op-eds are supposed to engage in should
involve significant contemporary stances about certain timely issues on which
opinions tend to diverge.

Another important aspect to be emphasized in op-eds, as conceived of by the
OpEd Project, is the unexpectedness of their point of view. This is presented as one
of the five features a successful pitch should have in order to “get someone to listen”
(the others being timely, well written, brief and clear, and conveys knowledge).
However, it is easy to connect this feature with what Kress calls “differences”,
which motivates speech and its social historical embodiment, discourse.

Successful dialogues come about in the tension between (discursive)
difference and the attempt to resolve that difference in some way. (Kress
1985: 13)

Eggins and Slade (1997: 60) points out in a long-standing relationship such as that
of married couples, discursive differences can be exhausted, making it necessary to
“try to construct difference” in order for text to come into being. It is not hard to
imagine that to engage readers in a “conversation”, op-ed authors try to set up
“relations of difference” with them by appealing to the reader’s perception of
unexpectedness in the treatment of an issue. Any relation of discursive difference
necessarily involves assigning different roles to contrasting positions, which then
leads to negotiation in the unfolding text. This can make eye-catching
unexpectedness a hallmark of a discursive text embodying negotiatory processes
worth engaging in.

The two elements of op-eds identified by the OpEd Project are thus closely
connected with the corresponding elements SFL discourse analysis deems as
essential in characterizing public conversation. One of them, the existence of a
public debate surrounding an issue, accords with the character of op-eds as a
centerpiece of the newspaper, which is expected to promote the public exchange of
ideas and opinions. This characterization should apply to other opinionated articles
in newspapers, which might not squarely fall into the category of op-eds. On the
other hand, the notion of unexpectedness seems to address the problem of
characterizing the sense of being opinionated more directly. By relating the notion
with that of discursive difference, it now seems possible to give the sense of being
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opinionated a more concrete characterization which can apply to specific
manifestations of discursive differences and authorial stances. In this paper, we will
take our initial characterization, ‘public conversation’, as an operative metaphor and
apply Eggins and Slade’s (1997) formulation of conversational moves to analyze
the notion of unexpectedness as representing discursive differences. More
specifically, we will take up one particular conversational move, known as
‘rejoinder’, and examine how well the sense of being opinionated can be captured
in operational terms made available by the adoption of this approach.

2. Evaluative key and the dynamic nature of textual manipulation

In Martin and White (2005), the concept of evaluative key is proposed to
characterize the writer’s stance, which they call voice (journalistic voices p.173,
p.178; history voices p.185). Voices are defined in terms of the presence of specific
categories of appraisal terms. By means of this notion, they succeeded in effecting a
distinction between fact-oriented articles (reflecting reporter voice) and
opinion-oriented ones (reflecting writer voice), where the latter is further divided
into those with restricted use of social esteem and social sanction (correspondent
voice) and those without restrictions on the use of appraisal (commentator voice).
Yet even with their very effective scheme, it is often difficult to characterize
newspaper articles as to their stance toward the issue being dealt with.

The text is a typical example of a certain type of journalistic commentary
— it is somewhat elusive, or at least somewhat diverse, with respect to its
communicative objectives. (Martin and White 2005: p.214)

The commentary text in question consists of three sections (“a personal
narrative-cum-mini-biography,” “a series of observations on the way Americans
have reacted to the disaster (of the 9/11 attack),” and a “coda in which the author
returns to the theme of grief for her lost friend”) in which seven “evaluative
orientations” intricately interact with each other so that the entire text represent what
is known as “high order meaning complexes or ‘metarelations’ by which the reader
is positioned to adopt particular attitudes (Martin and White 2005: 216).” In spite of
the clear overall stance presented by the article, the communicative objectives,
particularly that of attitudinal alignment, become hard to discern because the reader
is “aligned into a community of feeling” through terms evoking certain feelings
rather than those directly stating (i.e. inscribing) them. Moreover, negative
evaluations are sometimes intended to achieve the opposite effect in terms of
“negotiation of solidarity” as stated in the following commentary:

Here, as we’ve indicated, the author is advancing a somewhat negative
view of America’s reaction. The dialogism acts to present this negativity as
problematic and likely to be contested in the current communicative context
since this is a view which the writer herself repudiates, even though she
herself initially advances it. The communality into which the reader is being
aligned, therefore is very obviously one which is tolerant of a diversity of
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viewpoints, and more specifically of view points which would not criticize
Americans in this way. (Martin and White 2005: 221)

Identification of an article’s stance becomes difficult when, as in this case, the
author is intentionally manipulative in the sense that she advocates a tolerance of
diverse viewpoints in order to defuse potential criticisms of the party she is
defending. Tolerance is a strong social value in modern Anglo-culture as pointed out
by Wierzbicka (2006: 22). In commentaries, appealing to socially recognized values
to suppress germinal contrary tendencies which might come to the reader’s mind
while following an argument is not a confrontational but effective tactic for
intensifying an authorial stance. In less openly opinionated kinds of newspaper
articles, it should be more important to be non-confrontational in presenting the
author’s stances, which are thus bound to be intentionally nuanced in order to
facilitate the expected alignment.

Thus, evaluative keys can be superseded by other non-confrontational uses of
language, which is motivated by the author’s desire to be tactical in promoting
his/her stances, giving rise to entanglements such as cited above to be disentangled
through discourse analysis. This situation calls for a different kind of diagnostics for
authorial stances. In this paper, we propose to focus on the more dynamic aspect of
texts rather than the less dynamic characteristic of lexical features, viz. using the
move of rejoinder as an operative metaphor to capture the author’s activity of
promoting his/her stance in terms of contributions to the public debate surrounding
the issue in which the author and his/her paper is participating.

3. Rejoinder: A move to continue public debates

As discussed above, in newspaper commentaries non-confrontational alignment
tactics result in sometimes ambiguous argumentation. This kind of ambiguity may
arise from the changing mode of communication or discourse as pointed out by
Fairclough (1992). He gives an example of a remark by a doctor which could be
taken as a medical probe, reflecting the traditional medical interview mode, or an
aside, reflecting a modern view of the doctor as counselor. In the interview, the
patient took the remark as an aside rather than a medical probe, and after giving it
“perfunctory answers”, she returned to recounting her recent events. The doctor’s
remark was intentionally ambiguous in its function, which suggests that the doctor
placed the patient in a position of making one’s own judgement about the nature of
the remark (“social event”):

To make such an interpretive decision, the patient needs more than
information about sequence: she needs to make judgements about the nature
of the social event, the social relationship between herself and the doctor,
and the discourse type. This implies a view of discourse processes and
interpretation which is more complex than that generally assumed in CA —a
view that can accommodate, for example, producers and interpreters
negotiating their way within repertoires of discourse types. (Fairclough
1992: 19)
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This suggests that in addition to the changing mode of discourse, change in how the
speaker assigns roles to the listener also gives rise to ambiguity in text, where roles
are not just determined by the immediate speech functions served by the exchange,
but also by the overall positioning of each other by the interlocutors.

In contrast to the concept of evaluation key, role-assignment during a
negotiation leaves more room for ambiguous interpretation. Since newspaper
articles are intended to be read by an indefinite number of readers with different
stances toward the issues treated in them, role-assignment is inherently ambiguous
because as a public media newspaper articles have to address as wide a range of
audience as possible, making a pre-determined categorization of the intended
readers impracticable. This means just as an intentionally ambiguous remark is
made to cater to a changing mode of a professional conversation situation as above,
the author of a newspaper article will choose to present an intentionally ambiguous
“argument” in order to cope with unfathomable responses, and accordingly
ambivalent roles to be given and dealt with in its negotiation with the reader.

In “Green jobs in the U.S. struggle to match numbers promised” by Aaron
Glantz (IHT, Aug. 20-21: 12), the author’s positioning of the reader consists in the
arrangement of content rather than any lexical appraisal tendencies. In terms of
evaluation key, the article carries a correspondent voice with no judgemental
inscription or very little inscribed authorial affect. But it clearly conveys a message
challenging the legitimacy of the “U.S. and (Californian) state efforts to create green
jobs”, which the reader is expected to easily figure out from the material presented
in it. But instead of accusing the administrative bodies of their slipshod approaches,
the author uses ‘intertextuality’ (Fairclough 1992), citing a concerned party:

“I won’t say I’'m not frustrated,” said Van Jones, an Oakland activist,
who served briefly as Mr. Obama’s green jobs czar before resigning under
fire after conservative critics said he has signed a petition accusing the
administration of George W. Bush of deliberately allowing the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attack, a claim Mr. Jones denies.

The main contention of the article is to say their efforts to stimulate the creation of
green jobs have largely failed due to poor estimation of demand and potential for job
creation, and the quoted paragraph follows the orientation part, in which a
ribbon-cutting ceremony for a solar power company and the mayor’s speech on the
occasion full of promissory notes as to such subsidized companies potential for
green job creation are followed up with a report of actual figures and grim prospects
of newly created jobs due to such administrative efforts at the city, state and U.S.
levels. The main contention is itself introduced explicitly using intertextuality, or
projection (“U.S. and state efforts to stimulate the creation of green jobs have
largely failed, government records show.”). The quoted passage is followed by a
paragraph reporting a study by a non-partisan think tank which offers numerical
evidence for the claim. The overall organization of the article maintains a subdued
tone on the judgement of relevant officials or the appreciation of specific incentive
programs; the latter half of the article is devoted to the illustration of the difficulty

77



JASFL Proceedings Vol.6 2012

of finding jobs in the clean-energy related sectors such as green construction.

On the surface, the above article does not carry grammatical signs which
warrant its classification beyond correspondent voice, but compared with other
articles with correspondent voice, it gives a relatively strong impression of being
opinionated, which is corroborated by its headline (“Green jobs in the U.S. struggle
to match numbers promised”). It is also obvious that the content of the article and its
order of presentation do justice to its intent of challenge. In other words, the
“challenge” is effected by argumentation, which in our approach to the analysis of
newspaper articles as a mode of public conversation suggests has more to do with
significant but disguised “interpersonal work” (Eggins and Slade 1997: 16) being
conducted beneath the fagade of working on a different major task. So in order to
reveal this dynamic of non-overt engagement in public debate, we will employ
Eggins and Slade’s (1997) framework of conversational moves, especially one of
the interactional options called ‘rejoinder’, which “in some way prolong the
exchange” rather than “move the exchange toward completion” (Eggins and Slade
1997: 200).

“Rejoinder” is a reactive move intended not to end the initiating-responding
cycle, which is achieved by not accepting the speech function of the first party of
the exchange (“rather than completing the negotiation of a proposition or a proposal,
[they] tend to interrupt, postpone, abort or suspend the initial speech function
sequence (Eggins and Slade 1997: 207).”). This means the prolonging effect comes
from the rejection of the positioning assigned by the initiating party of the exchange.
In our previous example, the public debate the author is concerned with is the
legitimacy of public policies and initiatives surrounding green jobs, and the
initiating party whose positioning he contends with is Mayor Chuck Reed of San
Jose, who talking up the promise of the green economy said, “Clean technology is
the next wave of innovation that Silicon Valley needs to capture”, by way of
announcing that “the San Jose City Council had committed to increasing the number
of ‘green jobs’ in the city to 25,000 by 2022”. After mentioning the city’s current
number of green jobs is 4,350 at the end of the paragraph, the next paragraph reports
the number of the new jobs created by the new solar power company as follows:

[Text 1]
But SolFocus assembles its solar panels in China, and the new San Jose headquarters
employs just 90 people.

At this point, the reader clearly senses the author’s act of countering the truth of the
mayor’s claim, but this exchange takes place only “intertextually” without involving
the author in the temor of the text. Thus, a rejoinder move of countering is
achieved by just reporting the mayor’s opinion and a fact of employment concerning
the company in question. This avoidance of the writer’s participation in the tenor
of the article is one of the features of newspaper articles which enable the dynamic
and often ambivalent deployment of argumentative positioning, which we saw with
Martin and White’s example mentioned above. In our current example,
intertextuality serves to make a rejoinder move rather than producing ambivalent

78



Ishikawa: Characterising the Argumentative Nature of Opinion Articles

options in interpreting the initiated positioning,

4. The importance of social context and public debate
Although “rejoinder” seems to capture the essential dynamics of opinionated
argumentation in newspaper articles, the move alone cannot bring up a public debate
in the article. Whether or not rejoinder moves succeed in evoking a relevant public
debate depends upon a larger context surrounding the article’s issue. As we have
already seen with our two examples, when the issue concerns the social world,
rejoinder seems to call up and reasonably delimit the range of positioning it is
intended to address. On the other hand, when the article fails to connect with any
social world, it is difficult to identify the kind of interpersonal work associated with
positioning the reader and the author, unless the article is intentionally placed in a
larger context, which is not directly suggested by the article.

“Think you’re smarter than animals?” by Alexandra Horowitz and Ammon
Shea (IHT, Aug. 20-21, 2011) makes the following point: When comparison is made
impartially (without using criteria in favour of humans such as use of language, the
presence of culture, etc.), “animals begin to offer surprisingly stiff competition” in
the realm of intelligence. The authors report the results of comparing human
intelligence with that of chimps, sheep, pigeons and rooks to test the intellectual
abilities of social politeness, ability to form a generalization, probability judgement,
and problem solving using the subject animals respectively, in all of which the
relevant animals matched or even surpassed humans in the ability in question. In
each case, the reader can identify a rejoinder move which counters our general
expectations, but it is hard to imagine a public debate the reader is expected to
identify.

[Text 2]

On the show [of “Let’s Make a Deal”], few people switched. But famously, probability
shows that it is much better to switch. We humans are reluctant to accept this: In
laboratory studies, subjects switch only a third of the time.

In a study reported in the Journal of Comparative Psychology, pigeons that were offered
a version Monty Hall’s choice aced the test. The experiment involved pecking keys and
winning “mixed grain,” instead of selecting doors hiding unknown prizes. After training
in the game, the pigeons switched 96 percent of the time.

After reporting on an experiment showing four rooks amazing problem-solving
ability faced with the problem of eating a floating worm in a vial, the authors
concludes the article with the following remarks:

[Text 3]

There is no need to be either frightened or overly exited by these findings. The animals
won’t be taking over anytime soon, and there is still one notable area of behavior in which
they have shown no sign of matching us: They appear to be not interested in running
experiments testing our cognition.

Smart animals.
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These last two paragraphs seem to have a double objective, one of which is ending
the story on a humorous note. On the other hand, it also prompts some readers to
reconsider a matter such as human dominance over other animals, which is taken for
granted. So the second objective has to do with evoking an issue of positioning in
the mind of readers it might have escaped until the end of the article, which neither
the headline nor the two lede paragraphs are meant to do:

[Text 4]

Humans have long been fascinated with animal intelligence. Scientific studies have
asked if animals use language or tools; have culture; can imitate; cooperate, empathize or
deceive.

Inevitably, the results of these studies invite comparison with our own cognitive
faculties. In such comparisons, humans nearly always come out on top. An impartial
observer might suggest that the deck is stacked — after all, we are the ones running these
tests.

It is clear that the authors of the article intentionally refrain from placing it in a more
specific public debate context. However, the potential of starting a serious rethink
on such fundamental issues as man-animal relations or West/non-West comparisons,
i.e. the potential for a major social rejoinder, is arguably sitting in wait throughout
the article.

By contrast, when the social context is unambiguously pointing to a particular
issue of everybody’s concern such as business leadership, even a column on new
technology can connect to the problem of corporate administration without
explicitly addressing such a debate. In “Can this rescue BlackBerry?” by David
Pogue (IHT, Aug. 25, 2011: 18), the author takes up the latest series of BlackBerry
models, the BlackBerry Bold 9900 on BlackBerry 7 operating system, from
Research In Motion. The 9900 was RIM’s half-way attempt at a smart-phone,
which came on the scene of battle too late after RIM had been losing its customers
to the two leaders, Apple’s iPhone and Google’s Android. David Pogue’s column,
“STATE OF THE ART”, usually gives a witty and candid review of a new
technological gadget with some unique interest, featuring a commentator voice
which reflects his expert knowledge in the field. In this article, however, it was
obvious that the author could only review this new BlackBerry series, which had
kept a unique position in the world of cell phones, in the context of the battle for
market share among the top contenders, which is described as “brutal” in the second
paragraph, ending in “Nobody will ask ‘Does anybody care?’ about that one”. So at
this point in the article, the reader is alerted to the coming shift in the objective of
the column, and exposed to the real objective in the fourth and fifth paragraphs:

[Text 5]
Is RIM up to this battle?
It’s not looking good. Its market share is sinking because it is giving up customers to
Apple and Google. The company is laying off 11 percent of its work force. Its shares
recently hit their lowest point since 2006. A series of anonymous letters posted on the
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technology Web site BGR report chaos and flagging morale among the workers. One
product after another is delayed. In April, one of RIM’s chief executives — there are two —
clearly stressed out, stormed out of a BBC television interview.

That was just about the same time that RIM released its iPad clone, called the
PlayBook — filled with bugs and enormous feature holes (for example, no built-in e-mail
program or calendar).

But the author does not pronounce the public debate he is embarking on, which is
clearly in the realm of corporate governance or leadership, because such a topic is
outside the column’s territory. Instead, he engages in a mock review of the 9900
(“But listen: for the sake of argument, let’s pretend that the new Black Berry Bold
9900 existed in a vacuum.”) for the next 14 paragraphs, pointing out how it finally
lived up to the expectations of BlackBerry fans in every important feature a
smart-phone is supposed to have. These fourteen paragraphs can be interpreted as
building up the initial speech function sequence to be rejoindered by the
subsequent text, which immediately follows them. The rejoinder comes in two
stages, represented by the two subsequent paragraphs, where the first paragraph
counters the truth of the mock assessment, and the second alludes to the inanity of
RIM’s management:

[Text 6]

The 9900 may be the best BlackBerry ever, but it still can’t compete with iPhone and
Android. There’s no front-facing camera, so you can’t do video chats. You can’t turn the
phone into a personal hotspot that lets nearby laptops get online.

You know what? It’s a shame when corporate blockheadedness winds up hurting us, the
gadget fans. And that sort of “tough rocks, customer” strategy change has been happening
an awful lot this year. Innovation is good; competition is better. A world with nothing
but Apple and Google phones would be a less exciting place.

Thus, the article manages to be a very apt and forceful critique of the recent
corporate management trend without taking on the public debate overtly, which was
possible because the debate was easily accessible to the readers.

It is also the case that the accessibility to the public debate in an article
presupposes the reader’s awareness of the surrounding relevant social context.
When any such awareness is unavailable, the information provided by the article
alone does not suffice to call a public debate into existence. The article might be
able to hint at a looming public debate, but cannot evoke any preconceptions
concerning the debate in the mind of the reader, which is a prerequisite for the
author’s rejoinder move. “A recipe for cheap fuel: Wood and water, heat well” by
Matthew L. Wald (IHT, Sep. 27, 2011) is a case in point. In this article, the reader is
introduce to a new biomass technology a Georgia company Renmatix developed, by
which “agricultural waste can be turned into vehicle fuel and other useful chemicals.”
Based on a state of water known as supercritical, the technology dispensed with
processes involving costly enzymes, which are required by the existing alternative
methods. The article compares the new method with the alternatives, by explaining
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the relative efficiency in terms of necessary steps in the process, but stops short of
indicating any surrounding social issues such as promoting an original technology
for new energy sources. As a result, it does not give an impression of being
opinionated in the absence of a public debate or a rejoinder move.

5. The positioning of the reader and the social context
Although the presence of a public debate accessible to the reader is the most crucial
factor contributing to a newspaper article’s sense of being opinionated, sometimes it
is not enough to simply have a public debate. It seems that the social context of the
public debate has various distances from society as a whole. When the community
the article’s issue is concerned with is restricted to a very specific aspect of society
rather than a specific part of it, the restriction makes it difficult to connect its public
debate, even if it addresses one, with the sense of being opinionated. This may be
interpreted as the community of the debate being too distant from the social world in
which ordinary human lives are conducted. Articles dealing with technical issues, as
in science, technology and finance, often exhibit very strong opinions around which
a community of public debate must be present, but it is difficult for the general
reader to find relevance in the debate probably because the distance between the
public world and the community is too wide to bridge by the article’s information.
David Pogue’s “For now, it’s just a robotic ball” (IHT, Dec. 22, 2011) illustrates
how the distance between a very specific community and our daily life can be
overcome by the information of the article. It is about a remote-controlled toy with a
shape of a ball, called the Sphero, from Orbotix, i.e. a piece of technology:

[Text 7]

You stand in one place, tapping controls on the screen of your Android phone, iPhone,
iPad or iPod Touch. The self-propelled, baseball-sized sphere rolls around in the specified
direction. There’s a lot of advanced miniature technology inside: a tilt sensor, compass,
gyroscope and a little motor that actually makes the thing roll.

To connect this gadget with the reader’s life or world, in the first three lede
paragraph, the author gradually introduces its position in the technological world in
terms of how we view technological advances:

[Text 8]

You may remember that, in the movie “Field of Dreams,” a mysterious voice in Kevin
Costner’s head kept intoning: “If you built it, they will come.” It took some time for him
to realize what somewhat unspecific piece of guidance really meant: “If you build a
baseball diamond in a cornfield, dead players will come back to life.”

But that line could just as well have referred to iPhones and Android phones: “If you
build wireless features like Bluetooth and Wi-Fi into a handheld computer, somebody’s
going to turn it into a remote control.”

Or lots of somebodies. Today, smartphone apps can control all kinds of toys, either
from across the room or across the Internet: computers, home security cameras,
home-entertainment systems, cameras, toy cars and toy helicopters.
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This orientation already positions the reader as someone exposed to the
indispensable  smartphones and their development into a part-time
remote-controllers. So the lede section does not only prepare the initial speech
function, which is rejoindered by the announcement that the Sphero is a full-time
remote controller, being simpler than smart-phones because of its dedication to the
purpose but more complex because of its advanced conception, but also makes the
effort to scale the distance between the reader’s experience and the article’s issue.
The body of the article describes the specifications and features of the toy and
the currently available apps in detail. After this setup of the initial speech function
sequence, the rejoinder comes as the final verdict on the prospect of this gadget,
where the reader is again reminded of the social context surrounding this article:

[Text 9]

Now, the Sphero is an amazing engineering stunt, and its novelty value is off the charts
— at least for the first hour or so.

The huge problem, of course, is that the Sphero doesn’t do anything but roll around and
change colors. The company has bent over backward to spice up those two simple
talents.... If the world’s app writers come through, the Sphero may indeed one day
become a “mixed reality game experience.” Until then, I’d say it’s a terrific technology
demo that will probably wind up in the back of your gadget drawer.

Some articles refrain from being a “thought leader” by offering to the reader
little clue to connecting the public debate about the issue discussed in the article to a
wider social context. For example, this happens when the author is keeping track of
a particular technological topic over a time, writing a number of articles on it,
especially when the topic is pursued from various closely-related angles. In such
cases, the reader sees all the ingredients for an opinionated article, expertise, public
debate, and rejoinder, in the article, but the disconnect between the community
being addressed by the debate and the general world prevents him from sensing any
relevance to the concerns that matter to him, failing to give the impression of being
opinionated in the real sense of the term.

“Amazon tablet could challenge iPad’s dominance” by David Streitfeld (IHT,
Sep. 27: 16) illustrates what happens when an author pursues the same topic,
Amazon, over a time and engages in a public debate whose relevance is
intentionally restricted to a particular aspect of the topic treated in the article. The
main point of contention on the part of the author is as follows: Instead of Samsung,
Motorola, or Acer, Amazon.com might prove to be “the best-challenger of Apple’s
iPad” after a number of unsuccessful attempts by other technology companies. The
article discusses the new Kindle, which the company was to introduce at the end of
the year, Amazon’s business model which differentiates the company from other
challengers to Apple, and a prospect of the battle between the New Kindle and the
iPad. As indicated by the headline, the rejoinder to the public perception of iPad’s
dominance is subdued by the modal ‘could’. There is not much rejoinder featured in
the article other than this one. Instead, it employs a great amount of “manifest
intertextuality”, quoting various authorities to make specific points, which frees the

83



JASFL Proceedings Vol.6 2012

author from committing himself to the interpersonal work of presenting his own
stances. From the nature of the content of the article, it is understandable that the
author refrains from making any definite prediction about the possible outcome of
this rivalry. After hinting at Apple’s lead in the competition, the article ends with a
quotation of a Barclays analyst who favours Apple over Amazon in the war of
tablets. As a result, there is a mismatch between the stance expected from the
headline and the final ‘verdict’ given at the end of the article, positioning the writer
of the article as non-arbitrator. The first three lede paragraphs serve as evidence that
the author is not inviting the reader to participate in the public debate to which he is
expected to make a prolonging contribution.

[Text 10]
One after another, like moths to a flame, technology companies have been seduced into
entering the market for tablets. Apple made it look so irresistible, with 29 million eager
and sometimes fanatical consumers snapping up an iPad in the device’s first 15 months.

But neither Samsung nor Motorola nor Acer could beg or borrow any of Apple’s magic.
Research in Motion, the maker of the BlackBerry, said it shipped only 200,000 of its
PlayBooks in three months — about what Apple sells in three days. Hewlett-Packard,
which flopped this summer with the TouchPad, was the latest to get burned.

Now comes a final competitor, the best-placed challenger of all: Amazon.com. The
retailer is on the verge of introducing its own tablet, analysts predict, a souped-up color
version of its Kindle e-reader that will undercut the iPad in price and aim to steal away a
couple of million in unit sales by Christmas.

Although the social world may be divided into nations, some opinionated
articles strive to have a community basis beyond nations, addressing the issues of a
global community every human being can associate themselves with. In order to be
able to carve out a maximum size human community, an article must refrain from
any divisive stance. As being opinionated is characterized by the argumentative
move of rejoinder, which is challenge, opinionated articles might face an inherent
difficulty in trying to identify with the global community. However, as a harmonious
global community does really exist in our mind as an ideal, as distant it may be from
its realisation, the author can tap into the latent pool of humanity and idealism by
carefully avoiding any moves which might stir the more self-centered emotions. It
may be a difficult task because a call for active concerted efforts to redress the
situation would certainly risk being taken as an exploitative demagoguery, which
unfortunately it often tends to be as in the case of environmental issues. But some
authors can solve this dilemma without compromising the objectives of their
interpersonal work in their article.

“The netsuke survived” by Roger Cohen (IHT, Sep. 2, 2011) presents one
model of a newspaper article with truly global concerns. It is a review of Edmund de
Waal’s book “The Hare with Amber Eyes”, which is described as “a meditation on
Jewish upheaval and loss” by the author, a historical recount of the saga of an
aristocratic Jewish family, the Ephrussis of Odessa, whose members suffered
anti-Semitic persecution despite their efforts at “emancipation” and integration into
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European societies and lost everything except a collection of Japanese netsuke
figures. The book is taken as describing “Jewish credulity” as to their central roles
in society, by which they were “deluded” and eventually abandoned “diaspora
submissiveness” in preference to a “Jewish homeland in Palestine”. Despite its
restriction to the Jewish people, it seeks to forge a bond of human solidarity across
racial boundaries because the same plight might befall any minority people (as
victim) or a majority (as oppressor).

The reverse side of “delusion” is a charge of injustice to be leveled against
those responsible for the persecution based on a racial prejudice. So a rejoinder is
effected intertextually citing de Waal’s word. It is a challenge to society’s
fundamental attitudes toward identities, which are largely taken as something
assigned to an individual by society and exploited by power. The method of
argumentation is indirect using little accounting and adjudging (= appraising) in
order not to touch inflammable sentiment in the back of the reader’s mind
(Schlesinger et al. 2001).

6. Conclusion

We have shown that whether or not a newspaper article is opinionated depends on a
kind of interpersonal work in the text which has the same function as rejoinder
moves in conversation. The basic operation of rejoinder consists of presentation of
the initiating speech function, and a rejection of the speech function. In a newspaper
article, the presentation is often, but not always, established in the lede or
orientation section, which corresponds to the first few paragraphs. The presence or
otherwise of a rejection move in the article, and its intensity are indicated by the
headline, with ideational content and qualifying modality.

For the sense of being opinionated, the presence of a public debate was shown
to be a necessary condition, but not a sufficient condition. By contrast, rejoinder
moves are the most reliable indicator of the author’s opinion. It was also shown
that being opinionated is not just a function of the author’s expertise and knowledge
about the issue, but closely connected with the type of public debate the article is
addressing. When the public debate is inaccessible to the reader for some reasons
such as technicality, the article is usually not meant to be argumentative, featuring
no or very little rejoinder.

On the other hand, certain public debates are readily relatable to the experience
of every human being. They represent another kind of articles which are
opinionated but feature the very subdued use of rejoinder presumable because they
try to avoid stirring up various negative reactions which will lead to an instant
dismissal of the author’s position. I have shown that ‘intertextuality’ can be used
effectively to enact a rejoinder move without assuming the role of the source of the
rejoinder.
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